30 January 2008 

Norfolk Ornithologists Association

Broadwater Road

Holme-next-sea

Hunstanton

Norfolk

PE36 6LQ

Dear Mr Andrews

North Norfolk Local Development Framework - Policy SS8

Thank you for your letter dated 23 January 2008 regarding your concerns with Core Strategy policy SS8 - Fakenham.

I am sorry that you feel that the Council has a lack of interest in this matter and / or does not take your concerns seriously.  As you are aware, both myself and the Council’s Countryside Officer, Paul Ingham, have had several email and telephone communications with you to explain the Council’s position. I would like to reassure you that the Council does understand your concerns regarding public access to the NOA reserve and has sought to address these concerns through suggesting revisions to the wording of Policy SS8 and by meeting with you to explain what the Council is hoping to achieve in the Wensum Valley area.    
The Site Specific Proposals document that was published for consultation in Autumn 2006 contained a draft public open space proposal (POS2) which aimed to create a network of public paths, cycleways and open space along the Wensum Valley.  The details stated that its delivery depends on the willingness of a variety of landowners as well as the availability of funding, and that the area shown on the plan was merely indicative of the land which could potentially be included.   The proposal was in recognition of the desire that many agencies working in the Wensum Valley have to encourage enhanced access to the area, and the Council is keen to work with these to create a wildlife and recreational resource for the area.

NOA’s views on this proposal have been made clear through your representations to the Core Strategy examination.  Following the hearing session on Day 4 a suggested form of wording for Core Strategy Policy SS8 which made specific reference to protecting sensitive wildlife habitats and species was sent to yourselves and Mark Noble at Pensthorpe.  Sophie Barker of NOA responded on 29 December saying that while NOA were pleased that the policy would be amended with increased recognition of the need to protect the sensitive habitats within the country park, they did not wish their reserve to be incorporated into such a park.  She suggested alternative wording '….Existing nature reserves within the Wensum Valley will not be included, in order to be consistent with protecting sensitive wildlife habitats and species as under section EN9.'

The Council considers that using the term ‘nature reserves’ (which is not a statutory designation) is too restrictive as there are several areas of land which could be described as ‘nature reserves’ that may be suitable to be included in a project in the future.   The use of the term ‘Country Park’ may have given you the false impression that the Council was seeking public access to a wider area. Therefore this removed and another form of wording was sent to NOA:  
‘In the Wensum Valley the management of existing public paths and open spaces will be co-ordinated and enhanced where possible.  Visitor attractions and the town centre will be linked through a network of public paths, cycle ways and open spaces.  These will respect designated areas in order to protect sensitive wildlife habitats and species.’

Further discussions resulted in a further modification to the wording to explicitly state that any additional access would only be achieved with the agreement of relevant landowners and having due regard to ecologically sensitive areas.

Therefore the Council’s final schedule of minor modifications which was sent to the Inspector for his consideration on 28 January, includes the following proposed modification (ref. MM129):
‘In the Wensum Valley public access will be enhanced where possible through a network of pubic paths, cycleways and open spaces linking the Wensum Valley with the centre of Fakenham and other nearby settlements.  Any additional accesses will be achieved with the agreement of relevant landowners and having due regard to ecologically sensitive areas.’
The Council feels that the above modification addresses your concerns over possible future access without being unnecessarily prescriptive or constraining other future options.  As you will have noted from the examination hearing sessions the Inspector is keen to try and resolve this issue through agreement between the Council, NOA and Pensthorpe.  Unfortunately, Mark Noble of Pensthorpe has been unable to pass any comments to me due to difficulties communicating with his colleague who is currently overseas.  Therefore, I would be grateful if you could contact me as soon as possible to confirm if the latest modification meets with your approval.  
I have copied your letter and this response to the Inspector for his information.

Yours sincerely
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Polly Wake

SENIOR PLANNER

Tel  01263 516233

Email polly.wake@north-norfolk.gov.uk

cc. Beverly Hart, LDF programme officer
cc. Mark Noble, Pensthorpe
