From: Jed Andrews [mailto:jedandrews@shrike4.freeserve.co.uk] 
Sent: 25 January 2008 14:26
To: Jill Fisher
Cc: Mark Noble
Subject: Norfolk Ornithologists Association, Re: LDF Core Strategy - Policy SS8
23rd  January 2008        

                                                                                                

Dear Ms Fisher

 

Local Development Framework Core Strategy – Policy SS8

 

I am writing on behalf of the Council of Trustees of the Norfolk Ornitholoigsts’ Association to express our extreme concern regarding the above policy.
 

This is further to the issue being discussed at our last three trustees meetings, our representation to the District Council in July 2007, to our attendance at the examination hearing in Cromer in December 2007, and to subsequent emails, telephone conversations and meetings with Polly Wake and Paul Ingham.

 

As you may be aware our nature reserve at Hempton Marsh is in the area included in policy SS8 cited in the core strategy submission document as a proposed Country Park to be developed in the Wensum Valley near Fakenham. Throughout our dealings with the District Council on this issue we have continued concerns that this policy does not have due regard for wildlife habitats, existing access strategies and the joint work of the River Wensum Initiative, established in 2005.

 

If the Council wish to help with a co-ordinated management of the wildlife areas in the Wensum Valley, then this needs to be based with those already doing so; there are lots of positive ways that the Council could be helping to enhance wildlife areas in the Wensum Valley and the River Wensum Initiative is already doing this, and benefiting both wildlife and visitors as a result. This policy cannot be implemented successfully over the heads of existing organisations within the ‘Country Park’ area, and it is already too late to deal with the area as one ‘lump’, which is what this policy does.

 

Our concerns have been reinforced by the Councils reluctance to follow any of our suggestions regarding this issue, most notably to issue a press statement which would correct prior misrepresentation of this plan already made to the public in the press, and we confess ourselves at a loss to understand this reluctance.

 

Although the relevant paragraph in the Core Strategy document has been amended many times, it has still been sent back for examination without agreement either with the NOA or with Pensthorpe Conservation Trust as to its wording.

 

We have also asked to have the area of our reserve removed from the mapped area which was originally proposed for the park, and at a meeting on the 16th of January Paul Ingham was not able to tell us whether, at any stage of the process of examination or implementation, an amended map would ever be produced to show that our reserve was not included. We remain afraid that at some future date we will be forced to include our reserve in this plan when we do not wish to do so.

 

We are struck by the Council’s lack of interest in working together with us and taking our concerns seriously, and their failure to recognise the reasons for our resistance to this plan. We do not feel that this policy is appropriate for the environmental sensitivity of the site, or for the infrastructure which already exists to allow people to enjoy it without damage. The NOA will never wish to be part of such a park and believe that, after so many amendments to the original concept of a ‘Country Park’, the Council’s persistence with this policy is wrong. Therefore we want an unequivocal assurance that our reserve at Hempton will be excluded from any proposed Country Park, or indeed for that matter any name that you wish to call this project.

 

We can only hope that this attitude will change and that the Council will begin to work with the organisations already involved in a more positive way.

 

Yours sincerely

 

 

 

Jed Andrews(Warden NOA)

 

PS Would like an acknowledgment to this letter please

