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Foreword
North Norfolk District Council is preparing new planning documents called the Local Development
Framework (LDF) which will provide guidance on new development in the District. One of the
documents making up the LDF is the North Norfolk Landscape Character Assessment Supplementary
Planning Document, which provides additional information and guidance to developers to help ensure
that development proposals reflect the distinctive character, qualities and sensitivities of North Norfolk.

As with other LDF documents the North Norfolk Landscape Character Assessment must contribute
to sustainable development. To ensure this has been achieved a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) including
a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been undertaken throughout the preparation of
the document, to assess it against sustainability objectives.

This document contains details of the Sustainability Appraisal process and methodology that was
followed, and provides a summary of the main findings.
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1 Summary
What is a Sustainability Appraisal?

1.1 Sustainability Appraisal is a process to assess whether documents contribute to sustainable
development. Further details are contained in the Government's guidance on Sustainability
Appraisal. (1) The purpose of this report is to appraise the social, environmental and economic
effects of the North Norfolk Landscape Character Assessment SPD and ensure that sustainability
principles are integrated in the SPD from the outset.

Why is a Sustainability Appraisal Required?

1.2 Local planning authorities must comply with European Directive 2001/42/EC which requires
formal Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of certain plans and programmes which are
likely to have significant effects on the environment. Sustainability Appraisal incorporates the
requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive and is mandatory for new
or revised Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents.

Likely Significant Effects of the SPD

1.3 Overall the SPD seeks to raise the profile of Landscape Character and to prompt consideration
of landscape setting at an early stage in development projects. It provides a basis for determining
the landscape's capacity and sensitivity to accommodate particular types of change and should
help create development that responds sympathetically to the surrounding landscape and
environment.

1.4 A summary of the main impacts of the SPD is contained below and section 5 of this report
provides more details on the appraisal.

Summary of Environment Impacts

Biodiversity, fauna and flora will be maintained and enhanced through the provision of
advice on factors which contribute to the maintenance and enhancement of ecological
character. The consideration of sensitivity of different landscape Types can help protect
designated sites, reduce habitat fragmentation, conserve species and reverse declines.
Water and air quality may be improved as ensuring consideration of landscape character
will mean that wider environmental issues should also be considered.
Light pollution will be minimised as consideration of landscape character raises awareness
of the need to consider the potential negative impacts of new outside lighting.
High quality landscapes in which people feel safe will encourage travel alternatives to the
the car reducing the effect of traffic on the environment.
Limiting or reducing contributions to climate changemay be restricted if landscape character
is given greater weight, as this could result in the restriction in the provision of renewable
energy technologies.

1 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents. ODPM, November 2005
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Landscapes and townscapes will be maintained and enhanced through the provision of
detailed landscape character advice.
The historic environment will be conserved and enhanced through the provision of detailed
landscape character advice.

Summary of Social Impacts

High quality landscapes encourage people to use the outdoors for leisure activities which
actively encourages healthy lifestyles.
There could be a negative impact on housing delivery if more weight is given to landscape
character.
High quality landscapes can increase land values which may result in pricing local people
out of the market thereby increasing the need for affordable housing.
High quality landscapes could generate employment in landscape management, tourism,
rural and forestry industries but could also constrain employment opportunities in other
industries.
Informed consideration of landscape character can ensure that new development responds
to its surroundings, thereby helping to improve the quality of dwellings and accessibility
to quality open space.
Poor quality landscapes can create a downward spiral of decline increasing the perception
or fear of crime. Therefore maintenance and enhancement of landscapes may assist in
the reduction of anti-social behaviour.

Summary of Economic Impacts

The guidance will have some restraining effect on development but high quality landscape
character is a resource that underpins North Norfolk's tourism industry and therefore the
effect on economic growth is likely to be neutral.
High quality landscapes will enhance the appeal of the area which will attract new
investment and increase the vitality and viability of town centres.

2 Introduction & Methodology
How to Use the Sustainability Appraisal

2.1 This document starts with an introduction to the Sustainability Appraisal process and then cites
the sustainability issues and objectives for the District that were established in the Sustainability
Appraisal Scoping Report. It thenmoves on to considering the Landscape Character Assessment
SPD in Section 5 which also discusses the findings of the SA process.

2.2 The relevant Core Strategy polices have been subject to Sustainability Appraisal. The LCA
SPD only provides further information and advice on these policies and therefore the
Sustainability Appraisal report of the SPD should be considered to be comprised of the following
three documents:

The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, 2005.
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