Questions asked of the Inspector at the PHM
Lee Newlyn – Barton Willmore Associates

Q. I see that in your “Matters and Issues – General Matters 1 & 2” question vii) refers to the Norfolk Coast AONB.  Will this topic be confined to those two opening days of the programme, or can it also be addressed in the specific locations days?
A. It may be referred to on both the “general matters” days as well as on the “specific locations” days.  

Q. The Government has said it will be releasing a statement regarding Regional Spatial Strategies on June 22nd.  Will you allow further representations after that statement has been published?
A. The examination deadline for further statements is 30th June.  Therefore there will be an opportunity for representors (and the Council) to comment on any new Government announcement on 22 June regarding RSSs.

Q. Are you satisfied that all the alternative sites proposed by representors have been subject both to sustainability appraisal and appropriate assessment under the habitats regulations?
A. [The Inspector asked Mark Ashwell, Planning Policy Manager at North Norfolk District Council, to answer this question.  Mr. Ashwell advised that the dozen or so alternative sites which will be discussed at the hearings were featured in the preferred options consultation, and have therefore been subject by the Council both to sustainability appraisal and appropriate assessment.]  
Q.  Is there a word limit on further statements from representors?

A. Yes, 3000 words.  

Q. In the draft programme for Day 4, how will you be dividing up the hearings for Sheringham and Holt?  Will one settlement be covered in the morning and the other in the afternoon?

A. Probably, with Sheringham in the morning and Holt in the afternoon, but to some extent I will be flexible and play it by ear.  A firm programme will be sent out later.
Q. By when will the Council need to produce their further statements?  June 30th like everyone else?

A.  Yes. 
Nigel Morgan – Spalding and Co/ Resident

Q.  With regard to question xiv), for days 3-8 in your ‘Matters and Issues,’ could “environmental issues” include reference to conservation areas, listed buildings and archaeological sites?
A.  Yes. 
Alec Pugh – Aldborough Resident

Q. The 2-day programme for the service villages appears to be rather tight.  Have you an idea of the running order for those days, and how long do you plan to spend on each village?
A. I will have to be flexible, but I think it would be advisable for all persons attending those hearings to be there for the entire day if possible.  I will probably take the villages in alphabetical order, provided the relevant people are present.  
Godfrey Wise – Ludham Resident

Q. With reference to the new Secretary of State’s letter dated 27 May on regional spatial strategies, will this affect this examination?

A. There is still uncertainty about this matter, and I can’t anticipate the Governments’ future statements and actions.  As of now, the RSS (The East of England Plan) is still part of the development plan, and provides the regional planning context for the North Norfolk Core Strategy and, hence, for the 2 DPDs I will be examining. I cannot take some unilateral course, but like all my colleagues will have to await further advice from The Planning Inspectorate.  [Mark Ashwell for NNDC added that the Council will be publishing a statement, endorsed by the members, on this matter within the next few days].  
Hugh Ivins – Planning Consultant

Q. Throughout the hearing sessions, if a question refers to a utility provider, such as Anglian Water, if they are not themselves present how will the question be answered?
A. The Council has been in close contact with the various utility and infrastructure providers throughout the whole consultation process.  Therefore, I will rely on them to inform me what the position is, with reference to any potential infrastructure constraints.

Robert Eburne – Hopkins Homes

Q. If the Government releases any important policy statements before you start to write your report, are you likely to request further statements from certain representors as a result?

A. We will have to wait and see; I will decide later if I need to hear further from representors after the hearings start, on any further policy pronouncements from central Government.
Garth Hanlon – Savills

Q. The Council mentioned earlier that AECOM would be representing them at some point during the hearings.  Can I assume that the Council has appointed AECOM owing to a difference of opinion between them and the local highways authority on a particular site?
A. [Mark Ashwell from NNDC confirmed that this assumption is correct.  The Council would be trying to persuade the Inspector that they hold the more robust view on a particular site, to be preferred to that of the local highways authority].   
Graham Sinclair – Corpusty & Saxthorpe Parish Council

Q. The Council has mentioned further documents which they will be publishing.  Where will these be kept?
A. [The Programme Officer, Hayley Cawthorne, confirmed that all documents published by the Council, or submitted by representors, will be filed in the examination library.  This can be found electronically on the Council’s Local Development Framework website.  In addition, all documents are filed in hard (paper) copy at the Council’s offices, and can be viewed by appointment with the Programme Officer].
Roger Codling – RTC Building Development
Q. I would like the Inspector to note that the local highways authority can be grossly inconsistent with their decisions.

A.  I cannot comment upon, nor make any use of that remark.
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