Response to North Walsham Town Council about the reference in paragraph 2.8.4 of the Core Strategy to the need for an artifical turf pitch in Fakenham.
During the examination hearing session North Walsham Town Council queried the reference in Paragraph 2.8.4 of the Core Strategy for an artificial turf pitch (ATP) in Fakenham and commented that such a facility was also needed in North Walsham.

This reference was sourced from the Atkins Open Space and Recreation Study [H9] that looked at existing and future demand for facilities in North Norfolk.  Section 10 of Volume 2 (Recreation Strategy) sets out conclusions and recommendations for meeting various sports needs within the district.  
Paragraph 10.23 states that one additional artificial turf pitch may be needed in the district to meet the needs of existing users, and that large areas are remote from such facilities, including in the west of the district around Fakenham where existing hockey clubs have expressed a desire to locate.  
Paragraphs 5.31, 6.1 to 6.12 of the study provide further background on existing provision and future demand for artificial turf pitch.  While paragraph 6.10 does note that it is the east as well as the west of the district that does not have such a facility within a 20 minute drivetime, Paragraph 6.11 notes that ATPs are expensive to construct and it is important that facilities will be located where they will be used.  Paragraph 5.31 notes that  two hockey clubs have expressed a desire to relocate to facilities in the Fakenham  area.  Therefore the recommendations in paragraph 10.23 mention Fakenham as a suitable location for such a facility.  
The Council recognises that there may be need or demand for additional facilities elsewhere within the district and will seek to achieve these through a variety of means such as:

· Allocations in the SSP that will enable new public open space and / or facilities to be provided as part of proposed schemes (either on or off-site).  For example site NW28 (North Walsham) in the SSP preferred options document included 12 hectares of recreational land and a replacement and improvement to the towns football club. 

· The open space and play space strategy that is to be prepared by the countryside section will help achieve other aspirations.
· Other Council initiatives, ie the recent extension to the Victory swimming and fitness centre at North Walsham.
Polly Wake, NNDC

14 January 2008.

