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The planning system regulates the development and use of land in the public interest. The planning
system as a whole, and the preparation of development plans in particular, is the most effective way
of reconciling the demand for development and the protection of the environment. In the early 1990s
the Government introduced the concept of the ‘plan-led’ planning system, and it became compulsory
for District Councils to prepare statutory area-wide local plans. It also introduced the requirement
that planning applications shall be determined in accordance with the ‘development plan’ unless
material considerations indicate otherwise.

A comprehensive overhaul of the development plan system was introduced via the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The new system is based on a two-tier set of plans — the Regional
Spatial Strategy for the East of England (RSS) and the documents contained in the Local Development
Framework (LDF) for North Norfolk. The Government has recently published new guidance on the
preparation of Local Development Framework documents and this revised Local Development
Scheme has been prepared on the basis of this revised Guidance ®

This Local Development Scheme (LDS) (Fifth Revision) sets out North Norfolk District Council’s
programme for the preparation of documents under the new plan-making system. The LDS tells the
public which documents the local planning authority is proposing to prepare and when, and indicates
at what stage they can be involved in the plan-making process. Its purpose is:

to set out the documents to be prepared and to provide a short description of the content and
status and show how they relate to each other;

to set out a timetable for the preparation of the documents; and,

to explain how the documents will be monitored and reviewed.

The Local Development Framework contains :

Development Plan Documents (DPDs), such as the Core Strategy and the Site Specific
Proposals. These are policy documents and are subject to independent examination;
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) which expand on policies and provide more
detailed guidance on policy issues. They are not subject to independent examination but as
with Development Plan Documents they are subject to community involvement and sustainability
appraisal;

other LDF documents such as this Local Development Scheme, the Statement of Community
Involvement ( which outlines how the community can be involved in the planning process), and
the Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). The AMR is submitted each December to the Government
Office, and provides progress on national and local indicators and progress against the
milestones set out in this Local Development Scheme. These terms are all explained further
in Appendix E ‘Glossary’.

All Development Plan Documents (DPDs) must be consistent with national planning policy and in
general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy (the East of England Plan). Once the Core
Strategy is adopted, all other DPDs and SPDs must conform to it.

Planning Policy Statement 12 creating strong, safe and prosperous communities through Local Spatial Planning June 2008).
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The North Norfolk Local Development Framework will contain the following planning documents:

Core Strategy (incorporating development control policies) DPD

Single Policy Review of the Core Strategy - Conversion and Re-use of Rural Buildings as
Dwellings™.

Site Specific Proposals DPD

Supplementary Planning Documents on Design Guide, Landscape Character and Planning
Obligations

Development Briefs for Specific Sites,

Proposals Map (updated as each DPD is adopted), and

Annual Monitoring Report

Further information on these documents is provided in the Local Development Document profiles
(Appendix A) which gives a profile of each of the proposed local development documents, their
subject matter, status, review arrangements and the periods of public participation and consultation.

The Proposals Map illustrates the policies and proposals on an Ordnance Survey base. The Proposals
Map is a separate document that is updated as new development plan documents are adopted, and
includes the following:

designations of constraints, such as environmental protection areas, coastal erosion and flood
risk, and policy areas such as settlement boundaries and town centre designations;

details of development allocations for housing, employment, retail, etc, when the Site Specific
Proposals document is adopted; and

sites designated in Minerals and Waste DPDs prepared by Norfolk County Council.

A number of documents will be prepared to support the LDF documents, including statements of
how the community have been involved in the process and how comments made have been taken
into account, a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, Sustainability Appraisals and
Appropriate Assessment. More detail on these is contained in the individual Development Plan
Documents.

Required following the Examination of the Core Strategy and the Inspector's decision to withdraw Policy HO9 and require a revised policy
to be drafted
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The development plan for North Norfolk, against which planning applications are considered,
comprises:

the Regional Spatial Strategy (the East of England Plan), published June 2008;

the North Norfolk Core Strategy (adopted September 2008) which sets out the overall spatial
strategy for the area as well as a suite of development control policies that guide day-to-day
planning decisions;

the Norfolk Minerals Local Plan (adopted 2004) in which the County Council sets out detailed
policies and proposals for those areas where provision is made for mineral working and the
disposal of mineral wastes and those areas where mineral resources are to be safeguarded
for future working (this is currently being updated, to be replaced by The Norfolk Minerals and
Waste Core Strategy and Development Control Document);

the Norfolk Waste Local Plan (Adopted December 2000) in which the County Council sets out
detailed land use policies and proposals for the treatment and disposal of refuse and waste
materials (other than mineral waste) (this is currently being updated, to be replaced by The
Norfolk Minerals and Waste Core Strategy and Development Control Document); and

for that part of North Norfolk District for which the Broads Authority is the Local Planning
Authority, the Broads Core Strategy (adopted September 2007).

The government published revised regulations in 2008, amending the plan preparation process.
Figure 2 on the following page shows the different stages required in developing Development Plan
Documents and when public involvement takes place.

The key priority for the District Council is to bring forward housing allocations in order to address
housing, particularly affordable housing need. Thus the programme focuses on delivery of the Site
Specific Proposals plan, coupled with master plans and supplementary planning documents to
support the major allocations and Core Strategy policies.

Public consultation on the Site Specific Proposals Draft Plan took place in June and July 2009. This
will be followed by submission to Government in February 2010 and examination in late spring 2010.

The Inspector examining the Core Strategy directed the authority to review the proposed policy
approach to the Conversion & Re-use of Rural Buildings as Dwellings. A single policy review has
commenced and the timetable for production is set out in Figure 2 and in the document profile in
Appendix A.

The East of England Plan, (the Regional Spatial Strategy) is subject to review and this may bring
forward the requirement for a review of the Core Strategy. If so, a revised LDS will be published to
reflect these changes.
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