Further Statement of Cllr Nigel Dixon re: NNDC LDF SSP Examination

The purpose of this further statement is:

a. To refocus my current representations, which summarises the range of concerns of residents in the context of my role as the local councillor, in terms of the tests of soundness and in the format defined by the Inspector 

b. To highlight issues in the LDF Working Party (WP) decision making process, which, although they may be legally compliant, were manifestly unfair, unjust and against the principles of local democracy for the residents of Hoveton. 

SSP DPD Part 7 is considered to be unsound – Hov 03 is the proposed site for 120 houses in Hoveton.

It is considered to fail the following tests of Soundness:

It doesn’t comply with the tests of soundness with respect to being Justified, especially regarding a credible evidence base, the most appropriate strategy, the principles of participation and taking stakeholder views into proper account on alternatives.

The reasons for it failing the tests are:

1. The procedure and initial decision of the (WP) to recommend selection of Hov 03 for the public consultation didn’t reflect the weight of concerns by expressed by the elected representatives of Hoveton (eg: Hoveton Parish Council and the local Cllr) nor did it take account of the higher sustainability appraisal score of Hov 06. In addition it didn’t respond to the request of those representatives to have the housing allocation for Hoveton reduced to less than 120. 

2. That the (WP) didn’t properly consider the views of the local community expressed during the public consultation (92 objectors & 2 supporters) nor did it attempt to test the considerable support expressed for an alternative site (Hov 06); it should have allowed a further round of public consultation. 

3. That the WP acted inconsistently in allowing other contested sites, which attracted far fewer objections, further public consultation but it refused to allow the residents of Hoveton to express their views on Hov 06. 

The failings can rectified by: either allowing a further round of public consultation to test the support for Hov 06 and for less than 120 houses or by accepting the high level of support for Hov 06 already expressed amongst the 92 objectors as evidence of it being preferred to Hov 03 and for less than 120 houses.

The precise changes being sought to the SSP DPD are to: replace Hov 03 with Hov 06 and to reduce the housing allocation to 100 units maximum; I understand NNDC may find these changes acceptable
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