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These notes address the Inspectors question
vii) Is it necessary to allocate sites in/affecting the AONB?
In relation to the AONB the Core Strategy has 3 aims which may be regarded in contention and that need to be resolved through the allocations made in the site specific process. There is an aim “To address the housing needs of the whole community,” and “To concentrate development in the settlements that have the greatest potential to become more self-contained and to strengthen their roles as centres for employment, retailing and services”. This translates into a spatial strategy that requires 200-250 new housing allocations for Sheringham. The level of development for Sheringham is not in general for consideration at this stage that consideration having been undertaken as part of the Core Strategy preparation and examination.
However Core Strategy Aim 3 “To protect the built and natural environment and local distinctive identity of North Norfolk, and enable people's enjoyment of this resource” could be in conflict with the needs for development.  Development Control Policy EN1 elaborates on the protection of the AONB and the Broads. Development will be permitted where it “is appropriate to the economic, social and environmental well-being of the area….” and the provision of housing required by the Core Strategy falls within these parameters.
Of more significance however is the elaboration of Policy EN1 as to what should not be permitted and the exceptions that might apply. “Proposals that have an adverse effect will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that they cannot be located on alternative sites that would cause less harm and the benefits of the development clearly outweigh any adverse impacts”. The proposed site SH14 abuts existing residential development on its northern boundary, and its eastern boundary is Holway Road with existing residential development on the eastern side of that road. The site is well contained on both its southern and western boundaries by mature woodland and as a result of that and the general topography of this part Sheringham means that the site is isolated from the wider landscape and therefore does not have an adverse impact on the AONB. 

It has not been demonstrated that there are alternative sites that would cause less harm and clearly the benefit of complying with the housing aims and spatial strategy of the Core Strategy are significant. The reinforcement of the already substantial tree cover should militate against any potential impact.       

