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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Millard Consulting have been instructed by Chaucer Farming to investigate the accessibility of a 

proposed development in Roughton identified as site ROU 03 in the LDF process. 

 

1.2 The site is approximately 7.58 acres in size and is situated to the east of Roughton, off Back Lane.  It 

is proposed the site will be developed for approximately 26 residential dwellings, a village hall and 

4.32 acres of public open space.  A plan of the preliminary layout is included in Appendix A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ROU 03, Roughton – Accessibility Report 
 

 
Ref: 10751/JW/03-09/2670  Page 3 

2.0 EXISTING HIGHWAY LINKS 

 

2.1 The A140 dissects the village of Roughton running in a north south direction.  Within the village there 

are two mini roundabouts on the A140 which connect to the B1436 to the west and east in a 

staggered orientation. 

 

2.2 The A140 and B1436 provide the main highway arteries within the area linking to Norwich, Cromer, 

the A148 and the A149. 

 

2.3 Locally the A140 and the B1436 provide access to a small number of residential roads, existing roads 

of a rural nature and direct access to residential and commercial properties. 

 

2.4 An existing junction exists on the A140 with Back Lane, which the proposed development fronts, 

linking through to the B1436 to the north west of the village.  Back Lane is of a rural nature generally 

bounded by agricultural land except at each end where it provides access to residential properties.  

Accident records provided by Norfolk County Council are included in Appendix B and show there have 

been no reported accidents along Back Lane or at the junctions with the A140 and B1436 in the last 

five years. 

 

2.5 Back Lane provides an unofficial bypass to the village for traffic travelling between the B1436 to the 

west, and the A140 to the south.  It is understood that a significant amount of traffic used this route 

prior to the construction of the mini roundabout junctions on the A140.  It is understood the provision 

of the roundabouts have significantly improved egress from and to the B1436 from the A140 reducing 

delays and hence a reduction of traffic using Back Lane. 

 

2.6 An am and pm peak hour traffic count was undertaken on Back Lane on 17 March 2009 which shows 

the peak hour turning vehicles to be 40 am and 42 pm at the B1436 junction and 44 am and 38 pm at 

the A140 junction.  Taking into account the available traffic movements from Metton Road, Orchard 

Close and Old Turnpike Road, the survey recorded 32 am and 38 pm peak hour vehicle movements 

along Back Lane.  The survey also showed very little HGV movements, recording only 2 during the 

morning and evening counts. 
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3.0 EXISTING PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTES 

 

3.1 Currently there is very limited pedestrian links within the village which is generally limited to footways 

adjacent to new residential roads, and a length of footway along the B1436 close to the village centre. 

 

3.2 Adjacent to the site, Orchard Close has a footway which links through to Old Turnpike Road. 

 

3.3 No dedicated cycleway provision is present within the village. 
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4.0 EXISTING PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

 

4.1 Existing services currently stop at Roughton on the A140 linking to Cromer to the north and Aylsham 

and Norwich to the south and also to North Walsham via the B1436 and A149. 

 

4.2 The current provision provides 2 buses an hour to Norwich, 3 buses an hour to Cromer and 1 bus an 

hour to North Walsham, Monday through to Saturday with a part day service on Sundays. 
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5.0 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ACCESS 

 

5.1 It is proposed the site will be accessed by vehicles off Back Lane approximately 70 metres past the 

existing access to the Orchard Close development.  Between this point and the A140, Back Lane has 

a changing frontage including hedgerow, walls, the junction with Old Turnpike Road and frontage 

dwellings.  The road is generally between 4 to 5 metres in width with verges and no footways and 

presents a rural character. 

 

5.2 From the traffic counts it can be seen that the base traffic in the vicinity of Back lane and Old Turnpike 

Road is generally low with average peak hour movements of approximately 35 vehicles.  This number 

is increased by rat running along Back Lane and it is therefore proposed that as part of the 

development, the desirability of Back Lane as a through route will be addressed by highway 

improvements to restore a more rural nature to the lane and to prevent a net increase of traffic arising 

from the development. 

 

5.3 Proposed vehicular access to the site and traffic improvements to Back Lane are shown on drawing 

10751/03/01.  The principle is to widen Back Lane to provide a minimum 4.5m carriageway up to the 

access of the site and incorporating a narrowing feature to slow traffic speeds.  It is proposed the 

priority of Back Lane will be amended so the through route enters the proposed site with the 

continuation of Back Lane being the side road.  Additional narrowings will be provided on Back Lane, 

together with signing and a change of surfacing at the B1436/Back Lane and Back Lane/Old Turnpike 

Road junctions to promote Back Lane as a quiet lane. 

 

 The net result of the above will be to generally reduce traffic speeds and to make Back Lane less 

attractive as a through route. 

 

 Proposed Pedestrian Links 

 

5.4 Along the frontage of the site, footways will be provided along Back Lane linking to the footways on 

Orchard Close and to the public footpath approximately opposite the proposed site entrance.  From 

Orchard Close the footway links to Old Turnpike Road which links to the centre of the village and 

public transport stops.  Old Turnpike Road does not have footways but has frontage development and 

generally little through traffic. 

 

5.5 In addition to this link it is also proposed that a second link will be provided at the north of the site as 

indicated on drawing 10751/03/02.  This will provide direct access to the hub of the village, public 

transport links and on to the school.  This link would satisfy the requirement for the proposed 

dwellings being within 400 metres of the bus stop as well as providing a link to the existing pedestrian 

network facilitating good access between the development and village amenities and access from the 

village to the proposed public open space. 
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6.0 TRAFFIC FIGURES 

 

6.1 It is estimated that the development will result in 16 additional vehicle movements in the peak hours 

arising from the proposed residential development.  It is considered that traffic generated by the 

village hall and public open space will be outside of the peak hours and will therefore not represent a 

significant traffic impact. 

 

6.2 Currently approximately 35 vehicles use Back Lane as a short cut during the peak hour, but it is 

reasonable to assume this figure will reduce through the introduction of the highway improvements 

which will decrease the attractiveness over the designated route.  This will result in a neutral impact 

on the A140/Back Lane junction and a decrease in traffic using the B1436/Back Lane junction. 

 

6.3 From the traffic counts, peak traffic flows are generally low at both the junction with the A140 and the 

B1436, with no significant queuing of vehicles observed during the surveys, which combined with the 

accident records would suggest improvements to these junctions are not necessary.  Extrapolation of 

the peak hour flows shows the total turning movements at these junctions would be approximately 

400 a day, significantly below the required value to upgrade the junctions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.0 CONCLUSION 
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7.1 The development of ROU 03 for residential, village hall and public open space is viable in transport 

terms with the inclusion of suitable highway improvements to reduce the traffic along Back Lane and 

promote its rural character while providing pedestrian links between the development, public open 

space and the village hub. 

 

7.2 The proposed highway works will result in no significant increase of traffic using the A140/Back Lane 

and B1436/Back Lane junctions. 
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