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Housing. – Consistency of Policies with National Policy 

Policy HO9 – Re-use of rural buildings as dwellings, states that Planning Permission for the conversion of existing buildings within the Countryside to dwellings will be permitted provided that the site lies within 500 metres of a Service Village. The wording of the Policy is contrary to the content of National Planning Policy Statement 7 (PPS7 ) which allows for conversion and re-use of redundant rural buildings providing they are capable of conversion, irrespective of their location and relationship to existing housing settlements. 

The wording this policy should be amended to allow for the re-use of rural buildings irrespective of location, provided the other criteria of PPS7 are met and the building is appropriately located  for continued use. In many circumstances this will allow for the economic re-use of buildings which will remove the need for the development of green-field sites.   
