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NNDC’s response to Inspector’s matters and issues
Key issues:

i. Are the individual Town Strategies consistent with the Core Strategy overall approach?
i.1 The Core Strategy takes as its starting point the uniqueness of the area and the diversity and specific characters of individual places. The needs of each place have been identified and the capacity of each to address these needs has been appraised. The individual town strategies are the spatial expression of this approach and they, together with the Town Visions, encapsulate the nature of the place and identify the key strategic developments that will be necessary if the visions identified for each town are to be achieved. ([I5] para 2.4.1 – 2.4.11).

i.2 The Strategies are founded on a comprehensive, robust and credible evidence base (test 7) which has been developed over a number of years. ([A2], Chapter 5). They accord with the Regional Spatial Strategy which seeks to ensure close correlation between homes, jobs and community facilities by focusing development in sustainable locations and are in conformity with National Planning Policies (test 4A, B, and C). They incorporate guidance on the quantities of development, its timing, and in the case of Fakenham its broad location. They therefore provide an appropriate level of strategic guidance and certainty for the preparation of later Development Plan documents, particularly the Site Specific Proposals Document.
i.3 The Town Strategies draw upon, expand on, and are in general conformity with the Spatial, Housing, Economic, Environmental and Access and Infrastructure Strategies. In particular, they reflect the Spatial Strategy and the objective to locate the greater proportion of development in the most sustainable locations, namely the Principal Towns. Where there are competing priorities, for example, protecting the environment (SS4) and accommodating development (SS3), the Strategies propose a balanced approach underpinned by comprehensive evidence and Sustainability Appraisal. 
i.4 The Town Strategies are therefore consistent with the overall spatial approach taken in the Core Strategy and provide an appropriate strategic framework for the preparation of later Development Plan documents.


ii. Do the proposed town strategy policies adequately reflect the issues and needs of each place and the opportunities and constraints affecting development?
ii.1 The reasoned justifications supporting the Town Strategies outline why specific approaches are being suggested in each of the towns. These draw on a broad range of evidence (listed below) and highlight specific issues, needs, opportunities and development constraints affecting each place.
· Whole Settlement Strategies prepared for each of the towns in 2003/04 each of which is based on a series of community consultation exercises [F3- F9]
· Land use Consultants Study- Settlement Planning for North Norfolk, considering levels of self containment for jobs and the relative sustainability of settlements. [H8].
· Town based Workshops (Appendix H of Sustainability Appraisal [A2]) 
· Existing North Norfolk Local Plan [F1]
· Housing Needs and Housing Market Assessments.[H1, H3,H11 and H12]
· Topic Papers [G2- G6]
· Review of Employment Land [G11-G12]
· Annual Monitoring Reports [G1, G8], Housing Land Availability data [F17-18] and Urban Housing Capacity Study. [F14]
· Consultation with service and utility providers. (Core Strategy, Section 4)
· Preferred Options Site Specific Proposals Documents [G16].
ii.2 The Development Strategy Topic Paper [G2] prepared in 2005 looked at the role of the main settlements and used a wide range of background evidence to reach informed conclusions about the general levels of growth and types of development that may be appropriate in each town. The Topic Paper was based on earlier work in preparing Whole Settlement Strategies for each of the towns and on workshops that were held in each of the main settlements. These workshops considered the consequences of different levels of development being accommodated in each of the towns and identified the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats relating to each. A summary of this SWOT analysis is contained in Appendix H of the Sustainability Appraisal Report [A2].  
ii.3 Further work has been carried out to gather more detail and investigate issues such as levels of service provision and infrastructure capacity.  
ii.4 Section 4 of the Submission Core Strategy identifies specific constraints affecting development.  Appendix G of the Sustainability Appraisal Report - ‘Baseline information for Principal and Secondary Settlements’, provides specific figures on housing need, number of jobs and number of second homes amongst other considerations. 
ii.5 Chapter 5 of the Sustainability Appraisal Report outlines the approach taken to determining the appropriate levels of development in each place. In particular, Table 5.1 lists the issues, opportunities and constraints affecting the scale and types of development.

ii.6 The ‘Settlement Planning for North Norfolk’ Study [H8], analyses travel to work movements from the 2001 Census, and provides information on the function of the District’s towns and the relationship between settlements.  It concludes that policies should support growth in those towns with existing high levels of self-containment as these are the most sustainable places for growth. 
ii.7 The approach to each town therefore takes into account a wide range of considerations and is tailored to each specific place. Representations that towns are suitable locations for either more or less development naturally tend to reflect the specific interests of those making the comments. The Council considers that in each case it is proposing a balanced approach to the types and quantities of development reflecting identified needs, opportunities and the constraints affecting development.

ii.8 The Town Strategies have been tested through consideration of alternatives, comprehensive consultation, Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment and in the Council’s view represent a robust approach to development in each of the towns. 



iii. Are the Town Strategies consistent with the rest of the Core Strategy policies?
iii.1 The Town Strategies draw upon, expand on, and are in conformity with the Spatial, Housing, Economic, Environmental and Access and Infrastructure Strategies and are therefore consistent with the overall approach. There are inevitably areas where potential conflict will arise, for example there are recorded high levels of need in Cromer but accommodating these needs in full could compromise the landscape setting of the town, would place additional burdens on infrastructure, may result in higher levels of out commuting for jobs and so. As outlined above both the opportunities to accommodate development and the constraints that affect development have been carefully considered in determining appropriate types and quantities of development.


iv. Are adequate monitoring mechanisms in place to adapt to changing circumstances?
iv.1 The Core Strategy incorporates a comprehensive range of monitoring indicators and targets (table 4.4). The intention is to monitor the extent to which the plan is achieving the core aims identified in Section 2. Regular review of targets via the Annual Monitoring Report will indicate if the is a need to intervene. 


v. Any other relevant points raised by representors?
v.1 To be considered at the hearing.
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