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6/11/07

SUBMISSION RELATING TO 
North  Norfolk Core Strategy –Incorporating Development Control Policies

MATTERS AND ISSUES FOR EXAMINATION

1. DAY 4-- Fri 7/12/07 pm --SS10 –NORTH WALSHAM— relating to the Inspector’s question—“Do the proposed Town Strategy Policies adequately reflect the issues and needs” of North Walsham “and the opportunities and constraints affecting development”
We consider that many of the references to/ policies for North Walsham particularly in para 2.9.16-18 tend to emphasise perceived Weaknesses & Threats and minimise or fail to mention its Strengths and Opportunities. 
1.1 Background……   North Walsham
· Is the largest Town in the District; the total population of the Town and its natural hinterland Parishes are 25% of the District total.
· Is therefore central to the District’s future prosperity and cohesion.

· Has an excellent Rail connection to Norwich and beyond on which the service is very likely to be doubled to two trains per hour. North Walsham is one of the busiest rail stations in Norfolk

· Is ideally place to take advantage of the advent during the LDF period of the Northern Distributor Road of which the most significant section will be that to the North East of the City and nearest to North Walsham (and Stalham & Hoveton). This section will inevitably see a major infill construction for housing and employment and (possibly) an extra station stop on.

· Is the chosen site for the relocation of Paston Sixth Form College on of the most successful of its type in the Country and serving a very large Catchment Area

· Is the chosen site for the proposed North Norfolk Enterprise Hub currently the subject of a feasibility study as a business centre for the District

· Is close to and acts as a service centre for the former RAF base at Coltishall in respect of which major re-development plans are starting to come forward for employment & housing
· Is (anecdotally)  becoming attractive as an employment base for those living in the North of Norwich since it offers an easier commute to work than driving into the City

1.2 Other Issues relating directly to North Walsham in the LDF
1.2.1 We draw attention to the following related points in our submission dated 28/7/07:-
· 2.1 Re disproportionately low new housing allocation
· 2.2 Re misleading and vague references to school expansion
· 2.3 Re unacceptable delay in implementing housing growth while waiting for infrastructure extensions. If there is an economic and social need for such housing pressure should be brought to bear to achieve such improvements at the front end of the plan period.
1.2.2 Allotment Land 

                The Open Space & Recreation Study Volume 1 works on a requirement of 45 plots per 1,000 population; based on a 2001 population of 12,000 this gives North Walsham a requirement of 540 plots, compared to its current stock of 24. This is a very serious underprovision which is nowhere referred to or addressed in the LDF.

1.2.3 Artificial Turf Pitches

Paragraph 2.8.4 of the Core Strategy Document refers to Volume 11 of the above Study which concludes that one additional facility is needed in the District but without a recommendation as to location. Paragraph 2.8.4 of the Core Strategy refers to this study and has apparently prepared from it an “Open Space and Play Space Strategy” which names Fakenham as the site for such a facility—We would want to view the reasons why this and not North Walsham was the proposed site  
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