Representation 1054 on behalf of Caroline Seed

Aldborough

Response to Issues and Matters Statement
Service Villages  - Accessibility is an important criterion in determining which villages should be selected as service villages where infill development and limited allocation for housing can be made.

The RSS uses the terms “frequent public transport links for work and leisure” in the Draft revision of RSS para. 4.47 December 2004 and “frequent public transport to higher order settlements” in the SoS’s Proposed Changes and Further Proposed Changes RSS para. 3.18 (Now out for public consultation 23/10/07 – 18/12/07).
Aldborough does not have frequent services for work and leisure, or frequent public transport to higher order settlements. 

The accessibility criterion used was from the LTP 2001/2 – 2005/6 section 11.6 specifically table 11.1 2) Rural Areas. This is not appropriate as it doesn’t include journey to work services for small villages. The current LTP 2006/07 Appendix A p. 200 uses a different measure for determining priority for improving rural accessibility. 

Aldborough is not in a priority area.
The Strategic Housing Market Assessment Sub Regional Report 2007 prepared by Fordhams (document H11 in the Examination Library) presents the results of a primary survey and contains a detailed analysis of the rural issues concerned with accessibility.(Rural Issues chapter 17 pages 83 -90). This shows that despite the higher levels of car ownership in rural areas there is still considerable difficulty in accessing a range of services and that this difficulty is worse for poorer households.(see para .17.21 groceries,17.22 banks,17.23 leisure,17.24 other). 

Aldborough (within the classified rural area with an inadequate level of public transport) is not a suitable location for additional housing particularly affordable housing where accessibility to a range of services is already identified as a serious issue.

The Aldborough and Thurgarton Village Appraisal and Plan 2005 (Examination Library document E30) identifies only 2 residents seeking social housing (answer to question 4 p.4). Aldborough already has nearly twice the district average of social housing and the Core Strategy should steer development to areas of lower provision, rather than to an unsustainable location that will increase the journeys by private car and increase the number of people having difficulty accessing everyday services. E30 p10 also indicates the use of public transport is low and this is a reflection of the level of service.
