North Norfolk Core Strategy  - EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC 

Tattersett Park 1606

Response to Inspectors Identified Key Issues :

Day 2 – Wednesday 5 December 2007
ix)  How was the settlement hierarchy identified, including the categorising of Towns and the selection of Service Villages and is there a need to define it more clearly. 
In general we support the aims of Spatial Strategy SS1 and the principal of guiding development to the main settlements, with a limited allowance for new housing in Service Villages. However within Policy SS1 the role of the Service Villages is not made clear, and only a limited reference is made in the supporting text to the role that such villages play in helping to sustain the rural community. Given the size of the District of North Norfolk and the remoteness of many areas, the smaller villages (including identified Service Villages) play an important function in servicing the local community.  This should be more clearly identified in the strategy.
With regard to the selection of Service Villages, as set out in our full Representation submission we consider that the methodology for selecting Services Villages has not been correctly applied in certain circumstances. In the case of Sculthorpe Airbase the designation as a Service Village was removed following the closure of the village shop. This would appear to be an unreasonable approach and one which does not either reflect the particular circumstances surrounding the former airbase nor does it assist in ensuring the retention and growth of the existing shops and facilities which serve the local residents in both the village and in surrounding areas.  More specifically we consider that this highlights the deficiencies in the approach taken in the selection process and consider that the methodology should be reviewed.
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