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Response to Inspectors Identified Key Issues :

Day  12 – Wednesday 16 January 2007
Our representation relates to the land comprising the forming ‘Technical Area’ of the Sculthorpe Airbase.  The majority of this area is redundant and an eyesore. Many of the former airbase buildings are derelict and the roads, boundaries and landscaping are in a poor state of repair. The land represents 'Previously Developed land' (Brownfield Land) where there is a presumption in favour of siting new development in preference to the development of 'Green Field Sites'. (As set out in National Policy Statement PPS 3.)
The land being Brown field is appropriate for residential development and would be capable of accommodating a significant amount of new residential development, including Affordable Housing, to meet local need. This development would contribute towards the identified windfall development figure of 2,514 dwellings of the total housing figure of 9,488 proposed for the plan period up to 2021.  This would reduce the uncertainty of the Council being able to deliver these additional 2,000 plus units within the Plan Period, whilst also providing an appropriate alternative to the development of ‘Greenfield land’ proposed for the northwest of Fakenham. 

The site is located adjacent to the Sculthorpe Airbase Village, (a previously designated Service Village) where there is a need to replace the local shop which has recently closed down. To the south lies the Tattersett Business Park which is home to a number of local employers. 
In addition to local housing needs there is also an identified need for new sports and leisure facilities for local residents and residents in neighbouring villages. The site provides an excellent opportunity to provide a ‘Mixed Use’ development incorporating housing, leisure (sports and recreation) and new employment floor space.  The juxtaposition of the ‘Technical Area’ to the Sculthorpe Airbase Village, make it an ideal location for such a scheme.   Furthermore this development would assist in the funding of new and replacement local services to serve the existing population, to ensure that Village remains buoyant and vibrant, which is an identified aim within the Core Strategy – Vision for North Norfolk. 
As currently written Policy EC4 does not conform with Government Policy PPS3 neither does it comply with the aims of the Core Strategy which seek to promote and retain rural communities. Accordingly we submit that Policy EC4 of the Development Plan Document should be altered to identify the 'Technical Area' of Sculthorpe Airbase as being appropriate as a Mixed -Use development site, to include elements of residential, commercial, retail and leisure development as part of an overall scheme of 'Restoration and Environmental Improvement' of the 180 acre site. 
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