Response to issues raised by Cromer Town Council at the examination hearing session on Tuesday 8th January 2008.  
During the examination hearing sessions Cromer Town Council raised several points regarding open space in Cromer.  NNDC would like to address these as set out below:
1. Meadow car park.  An extension to the car park was approved in 1989 which involved a small loss of undeveloped land.  No loss of open land or extension to the car park is proposed associated with the development of the Tourist Information Centre on part of the car park.
2. Lynewood Road.  Planning permission was granted in July 2007 for two dwellings for Flagship Housing Association on a small informal grassed area.  The land is not designated as any kind of formal open space on the Local Plan proposals map.  Work recently commenced on site.
3. Land at rear of Sutherland House.  An area was designated as ‘proposed playing space’ in the Local Plan (policy 102).  This has not come forward and this policy was not saved as the scheme is not considered deliverable.  The land is in private ownership and does not have any formal open space function.  It is designated as ‘Countryside’ on the Core Strategy proposals map.  Pre-application consultation was carried out for an elderly persons accommodation scheme by a private agent in late 2007. No planning application has been received at this time.  The site was identified as a ‘preferred option’ for housing development in the SSP preferred options document published September 2006 (site ref C04).
4. North Lodge Park.  Core Strategy policy SS7 states that ‘The car parking needs of the east of the town will be addressed by allocating an appropriate site that meets the needs of visitors to the town without damage to the towns environment.’  The Core Strategy does not allocate a site for any such car park.  The SSP preferred options document did identify a possible site in North Lodge Park, and the Council has held separate consultations on this specific issue.  However, at a meeting on 8 October 2007 Cabinet resolved:
a. to develop an holistic programme of investment that will enhance and improve the Park.  This should include a bid for Heritage Lottery in the first instance failing which the Council would  look to develop a smaller programme of incremental improvements.

b. For the time being, to not specify a public car park within North Lodge Park as part of any overall scheme of improvements so as not to detract from wider ambitions; and to allow other options for parking at the east end of the town to be investigated at a future date.
While allocations in the SSP will involve development on undeveloped land, they will enable new public open space to be provided as part of the sites.

In addition the Council’s Countryside section is preparing an Open Space and Play Space Strategy during 2008 which will also provide details on implementation of open space objectives.
Polly Wake, NNDC

14 January 2008.
