STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

of meeting held on Wed 8th Feb 2006
at 7 p.m. at Hunworth Village Hall

Present
6 Councillors, Mrs C.Crawley in the Chair

Parish Clerk



Mr Bernard Crowe NNDC Councillor
2 members of the public

1. Apologies – received from Mrs Liz Waites.

2. The Minutes of the previous (16 Nov 2005) meeting were approved.

3. NNDC (and related) affairs.

Mr Bernard Crowe gave his usual brief and helpful update on recent news, starting with Council Tax. NCC’s proposed increase was 4.99%, that of Norfolk Police 7% (likely however to be ‘capped’ at 5%), whereas the NNDC had pruned their increase to 3.5%. The transfer of NNDC Housing stock to the N.Nfk Housing Trust would take effect from 13 Feb. There were clouds on the horizon about the expected re-organisation of local government, with pressure from Gov’t to move power (somewhat deviously) to regional assemblies (in our case East of England).

The Clerk reported on the N.Nfk Community Partnership ‘Stakeholder’ conference held at N.Walsham on 7 Dec. As a follow-up to this steps were being taken to set up a Holt Area partnership. NNDC Area Forums Round Two were under way – Councillors noted a helpful summary by Liz Waites of the 7 Feb meeting held at Sharrington and attended by herself and the Clerk (along with 50 others). Another chance to attend Round Two (which includes a good 1-hr training session on Planning) will be at Walsingham V.Hall at 7 p.m on Tues 28th Feb.

4. Matters arising from previous Minutes.

a) CC reported on steps taken to reduce congestion in the parking-bay on Hunworth Village Green. Arrangements for re-surfacing the gravel track on the Green were being co-ordinated by Dr Jo Mariott.

b) The Clerk reported that the Village Hall Committee had accepted the proposal to share on a 50/50 basis with the Parish Council the cost of a wooden bench as a memorial to Penny Crawley. Parish Clerk to be responsible for purchase. the Village Hall committee for a suitable inscription, also for liaising with Bob Crawley about the precise location for the seat, and then with Stody Estate for its installation.

c) The Clerk reported on the need for improvements to the roadside drainage at Brinton Rd, Stody, near “The Gables”, as requested by local resident Mrs Saunders. After repeated unsuccessful attempts by telephone to get any action from NCC Highways on this, the Clerk had  driven to NCC Highways depot at Sculthorpe and received assurances from Mr Andy Betts that appropriate action  on this would be taken.

d) Council noted a report by Liz Waites on development of our website, which is  www.northnorfolk.org/hunworthandstody    Parishioners are urged to email their contributions to  hunworthandstody@yahoo.co.uk  so that Liz can incorporate them into our village website – news of local events etc.

e)  A volunteer working-party to clear paths on Hunworth High Common 

     will swing into action in March – contact Dominic Purslow.

5. Finance.

a) The Clerk reported a balance as on 20 Jan 2006 of £1,390.23.

b) Approval was given to pay a bill, expected to be around £200, for repairs and maintenance of  council-owned grasscutting equipment,
and a £15.92 refund of Chairman’s expenses to Mrs C.Crawley.

c) It was agreed that the monthly standing order for Clerk’s salary 

should increase from £34 to £43.75 w.e.f. April 2006, and that the mileage rate (new NJC scale) should be reduced to 40 p per mile.

6. Planning.

a) Wayside Bungalow, Pinkney Lane – commercial use of garage.

The Chairman reported that on behalf of the PC she had submitted a representation to the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol who would (eventually) decide on the Appeal recently made by Mr Massingham against the NNDC’s refusal to permit car-repair work to be done.

The Chairman also wrote, on 17 Jan, a strongly-worded letter to the NNDC Enforcement Officer Mrs Kate Steventon, following which an NNDC Enforcement Order was served on Mr Massingham, with a deadline of 23 Feb for compliance. 

b) The Clerk reported that the impasse over a Thornage Rd car-park in 

Holt might yet be resolved, despite refusal by NCC Highways to     reduce the speed-limit at the entrance/exit point from 50 mph to 30. 

c) The Chairman reported that at a site-meeting held on 5 Feb Stody PC        

Members all supported an application by Stody Estate to          dismantle the big steel-column and asbestos-roof sheep barn adjacent to Stody Hall and to renovate the unused old brick/flint barns behind.

Stody PC preferred the use to be for offices rather than holiday lets.

7. Correspondence.

The Clerk briefed councillors on two (previously circulated) documents being strong re-actions to what he perceived to be excessive consultation 

One related to an 85-page Standards Board publication explaining a recent U-turn in Gov’t policy about handling alleged breaches of the Code of Conduct. The other was a 50-page ‘extended Questionnaire’ relating to NCC strategy on Minerals and Waste. The NCC reply to this was awaited.

The Clerk drew attention to a planned 21 Feb conference at W.Runton on Crime and Disorder(no takers), and also to NCAPTC ‘Norfolk Link’ Issue 1/06 which invited nominations for ‘Clerk of the Year’.

8. Date of the 2006 Parish Council AGM was fixed for Wed 17 May 7 p.m. 

Reminder – Annual Parish Meeting will be on Wed 26th April.
