STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of meeting held on 17 August 2005
at 7.30 p.m. at Hunworth Village Hall

Present
Mrs C.Crawley (Acting Chairperson)
John Dymond
Ken Taylor



Michael Chesterman (Parish Clerk)



Mr Bernard Crowe (NNDC Glaven Ward Councillor)



5 members of the public

1. All present stood and observed a minute’s silence as a tribute in memory of Mrs Pleasance Crawley (“Penny”) who had contributed so much to the community.

2. Apologies        received from  NCC Councillor (Wells Division) Mr Derek Baxter




         
           Maureen Kenyon
Julie Frost

3.
The Minutes of the previous (27th June) PC meeting were approved.

4.       Membership of PC.

a) Co-option of new councillors.

The Clerk reported that Mr Ian MacNicol had resigned, and that the remaining PC members had sent to him in reply a letter of appreciation for his valued services.

This brought to 3 the number of casual vacancies to be filled (see Item 2a) of the Minutes of our 27 June PC meeting). All the proper procedures, as laid down by NNDC,  required for co-opting new councillors had been followed.  3 persons, all from Hunworth, unanimously selected by the PC, were duly co-opted – Miss Julie Frost, Dr Joanna Marriott, and Mrs Liz Waites. Signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office and disclosure of Financial and Other Interests would be forwarded to NNDC

b) Election of Officers.

Mrs Charlotte Crawley was proposed. seconded, and elected unopposed as Chairman.

Mr John Dymond was proposed, seconded, and elected unopposed as Vice-Chairman.

5.      Matters arising from previous (27 June) Minutes.

a) Hunworth Green – improvements to gravel track. Follow-up action on this was delegated to Dr Marriott, to liaise with neighbours and Stody Estate.

b) Hunworth Green – chestnut tree. It was agreed to include in the next Newsletter (October) a tear-off slip for residents to choose between retention or re-location.

c) Verge obstructions at Brinton Rd Stody. The Clerk reported that since the Senior 

Highways Engineer’s 8th June letter there had been no follow-up by NCC.

Mr Dymond complained about excessive hooting by local road-users at that bend.

6.       NNDC affairs.

a) Mr Crowe gave an update on matters relating to affordable housing. The average cost of a house in this area was now £158,000 and the average salary of would-be house-purchasers £28,000. NNDC’s target was for 375 new units of affordable housing by 2009, of which 300 were already “in the pipeline”. These would be owned by a Trust. It was noted that 15 new units would be built at Hindolveston -  a £200,000 scheme organised and financed by the N.Nfk Community Partnership.

b) The Clerk reported on feedback from NNDC about the recent consultations on the   Local Development Framework (LDF), Area Consultative Forums, and good progress on Twin-Bin re-cycling (Norfolk well on the way to achieving EU targets). It was agreed to respond positively to an NNDC offer (letter 27 July) to hold training events on Planning.

7,
Finance.

a) It was agreed to add Mrs Charlotte Crawley as an authorised signatory to the Stody PC a/c held at Lloyds Bank (in addition to JD and KT), and that Mr Alex Birks and Mr Chesterman should no longer be signatories. As before, any 2 of 3 to sign.

b) It was agreed that (as from next financial year, 1 April 2006) the Clerk should be paid for 5 hours work per month (60 hrs p.a) instead of the current 4 hrs (48 p.a.). It was noted, with appreciation, that the actual workload was much more than this.

c) It was agreed to turn down appeals recently received from various good causes.

d)  A draft budget for 2006/07, prepared by the Clerk and previously circulated with  
          the Agenda, was discussed, and approved as it stood without amendment. The  

Precept Request for 2006/07 to be £1,500 (unchanged), with Income and  Expenditure  planned to break-even at £1,675.

8.       Planning.

a) Noted that NNDC had approved use of land as garden at LilacCottage in Hunworth.

b)  Wayside Bungalow Pinkney Lane. It was noted that as Mr Massingham had now          

withdrawn his application for commercial use of garage, NNDC enforcement           

procedures would now apply, to ensure compliance with the original approval.

b) Dickers at Hunworth – noted that two amendments to the original application had been made by the contractors, and that negotiations were continuing.

9.       NCAPTC.

The  2005 AGM will be in Norwich (at County Hall) on Sat 12 Nov. Clerk to attend.

10. Correspondence.

Norman Lamb MP will be visiting – Briston and Melton Constable on 8th Sept.

Liz Waites needs material for the Stody PC website – local news etc.


X98 bus service changes to two (connected) services X6 and X8 w.e.f 4 Sept

A group of enthusiasts is doing a survey (‘plotting’) of Stody churchyard and graves.

11.
Other business.

      Clerk to contact Highways about road repairs urgently needed at the ford near Beck      


Farmhouse on the Hunworth to Thornage Rd – potholes and blocked culvert.

11. Date of next meeting to be Wed 16th  November

The Holt Times







Hill House, Stody,






5 Nov 2005



Norfolk NR24 2ED

Dear Sharon,

In your Oct 29th issue readers were asked by Holt Town Council to “write to Norfolk County Council to urge them to reduce the speed limit on the Thornage Rd”. This is because “unfortunately” NCC will not reduce the limit. And lack of such a limit involves more expense if and when roadworks to access the proposed car-park are made.

I followed this up and received a helpful letter of explanation from the Engineer Major Developments in the NCC Dep’t of Planning and Transportation, Mr Mike Rayner.

The matter is not quite so simple as it may appear to ordinary folk like most of us.

NCC have to act on advice given to them by other agencies – in this case Central Gov’t and the Norfolk Constabulary. To lower the speed limit on Thornage Rd at the proposed car-park access point NCC needs to secure a TRO – a Traffic Regulation Order. The TRO process in this particular case conflicts with Central Gov’t Advice in Circular 1/93 (“Setting of local speed limits”), and is also not supported by the Norfolk Constabulary, because their criteria (set out in their “Speed Management Strategy for Norfolk”) are not met. So the problem is not all NCC’s fault – their hands are tied.

Another interesting point emerges. In the event of a 30 mph limit being imposed “extensive experience of sites locally indicates that there would be poor driver compliance”. In other words, it is partly our fault as drivers – we don’t, or won’t, slow down. So, if the car-park access arrangements were geared to a 30 mph speed limit and built accordingly (i.e. cheaper than to a 50 mph standard), it would be considered unsafe in highway terms. In the event of an accident it could involve the Authorities in litigation.

Is there any way out of, or round, or through, this tangle of red tape ? I fear not.

But just in case, I am copying this to our local MP Norman Lamb, and to Holt Town Council, NNDC, NCC, and the Norfolk Constabulary. Keep trying, everybody !

Michael Chesterman

c.c. Holt Town Council, NNDC, NCC, Norfolk Constabulary, and Norman Lamb MP.

STODY PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA

for meeting to be held on Wed 16 Nov 2005
at 7.30 p.m. in Hunworth Village Hall

The meeting is open to the public

1. Apologies for absence, and welcome to co-opted new members.

2. Minutes of the previous (17th August) meeting – for approval.

3.
NNDC affairs   Update by Bernard Crowe. Report by Clerk on recent news and events, incl “Sustainable Communities” public meeting at Sheringham on 7 Oct, the  new-style Area Forum meeting held at Walsingham Village Hall 1st Nov, NNDC briefing on ‘radical housing’ proposals at Hindringham V.Hall 8th Nov (plus ‘OPERA’ Questionnaire)


Note – Stody Parish Councillors are invited to the local 3-Tier Area Forum meeting, to be held at Aylmerton V.Hall on Tues 15th Nov at 7 p.m. Tel Kate Sullivan 516052

4.
Matters arising from previous Minutes
a) Hunworth Green gravel track – Dr Mariott to report. Proceed with work, or not ?

b)  Hunworth Green chestnut-tree (Newsletter poll) – CC and Clerk to report. Decision.

c) Verge obstructions, Brinton Rd Stody. Clerk to report. No action so far by NCC.

d) Repairs to Hunworth-Thornage road at ford near Beck Farm – work done.

5.
Finance.    Clerk to report.  Bal b/f as on 1 Nov £1,595.61.

6.
Planning.

a) Wayside Bungalow, Pinkney Lane, Hunworth - use of garage. CC to report

b) Coronation Cottage. Stody – enlargement of garage. CC and Clerk to report.

c) Thornage Rd car-park in Holt – Clerk to report.

d) Edgefield Landfill Site and Quarry – gas-powered generator, CC to report

e) Stody Estate – reservoir near Thornage-Letheringsett road  CC to report

 7.       NCAPTC.  Clerk to report on AGM, to be  held in Norwich on Sat 12 Nov, 10 a.m.                    NB Any PC members interested in attending this please notify Clerk (Tel 861109), also  NCAPTC roadshow about Quality Status, to be held at Bodham  Fri 2 Dec (free lunch).

8.      Stody and Hunworth Commons – Clerk to report. Working-party needed (path-clearing)

9. Correspondence – Clerk to report…NNDC Landscape Character Assessment, 

Stody Estate - re claiming grant from Landfill Tax (we are within 10 km of landfill site),

N.Norfolk Community Partnership (Stakeholders’ Conference N.Walsham Wed 7 Dec)

Norfolk Rural Community Council – invitation to join (£25 p.a.)

Norfolk Police – Accessing your Police in Norfolk (“ambitious programme”)

Citizens Advice Bureau (Watton/Holt/Dereham) Annual Report 2004/05

Norfolk County Council – 5 more documents (Rights of Way, Local Transport Plan 2 +Questionnaire, Minerals and waste, Norfolk Local Access Forum, Youth Activities)

10. Dates of meetings for 2006. 

STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting held on Wed 16th Nov 2005
at 7.30 p.m. at the Village Hall, Hunworth

1.
Present
All 7 Councillors
Parish Clerk
NNDC Councillor Mr Bernard Crowe




10 members of the public

2.        The Minutes of the previous (17th August) PC meeting were approved and signed.

3.
NNDC affairs.

a) Bernard Crowe gave an update. Central Gov’t this year is short of £2bn in its grants to local councils. The Local Gov’t Association reckons that the shortfall (most of which affects the County Council, at which level 75% of Council Tax is spent) will be equivalent to a Band D rate. This will in turn force NNDC into a ‘standstill’  budget, with a freeze on staff recruitment as a necessary cost-saving. Many street-names are missing in villages, so to catch up with the backlog NNDC will spend £50,000 p.a. for the next 3 years, and £7,000 p.a thereafter. On the horizon there are clouds of further moves towards regionalisation and unitary structure (under which District Councils would fall away). Also currently under review are Conservation Areas.

b) The Clerk reported on the first of the new-style (revamped) 3-tier Area Forum meetings, held at Walsingham V.Hall on 1st Nov, and also on a special NNDC briefing workshop held at Hindringham V.Hall on 8th Nov, dealing with ‘radical proposals’ for policy on housing, outlined in a 3-scenario study document with accompanying questionnaire, to be returned to consultants ‘OPERA’ in Norwich.

Councillors please see footnotes to these Minutes for latest developments on this.

The Clerk drew attention to a recent 50-page NNDC document entitled “The submitted Statement of Community Involvement”  (SCI for short), required by Gov’t regulation before action is taken under the LDF (Local Development Framework).

The Clerk compressed the content into one sentence (from p.9)…”To encourage widespread involvement in the production of planning documents, relevant groups will be involved at each stage through a variety of engagement techniques”.

The Clerk also reported that in accordance with ‘Government guidance’ NNDC have undertaken a landscape character assessment (LCA) – a process to assess the character of the landscape in N.Norfolk – for details log on to www.northnorfolk.org
The (subjective) concept of landscape quality/beauty  needs changing to character.

4       Matters arising from previous Minutes…  
a) JM reported that local residents and landlords  were in favour of having the gravel track across Hunworth Green improved, and were prepared to cover the cost. It was agreed to get 3 more estimates, from Matthews of Holt, Character Homes of Holt, and Gary Cooper Paving, and consider these along with orig Morrissey quote.

b) CC reported that the possible re-location of the chestnut-tree on Hunworth Green
(about which electors were consulted in the recent Newsletter) had been overtaken by events, in that Mr David Toll had already laid his axe to the tree. It was agreed that such unilateral action, even under provocation, was to be deplored, and that a  seat in memory of Pleasance Crawley should be provided elsewhere on the Green.

It was also agreed that Mr Toll deserved a letter of thanks and appreciation for the voluntary work done by him over many years cutting ‘his’ section of the Green.

c) Obstructions on verge at Brinton Rd Stody.  It was noted that the Senior Highway Engineer NCC has written to Mr Dymond asking for the stones to be removed.

d) Stody PC website is up and running– further input is invited - to Liz Waites please.

5.
Finance.


The Clerk reported a balance of £1,595.61 c/f as on 1 Nov 2005.

6.
Planning.

a) Wayside Bungalow, Pinkney Lane. The Clerk reported that the re-submitted application for change of use of garage to commercial had been refused by NNDC.

It was now up to the NNDC Enforcement Officer to ensure compliance.

b) Coronation Cottage, Stody. It was noted that following a site meeting NNDC had approved the plans for a large double garage with study and store.

c) Car-park off Thornage Rd in Holt. The Clerk reported that refusal by the Police to reduce the speed-limit from 50 mph to 30 (as requested by Holt Town Council) meant that the cost of the roadworks needed at the access point was now beyond what the developer was prepared to pay, so the application has been withdrawn.

d) CC as Chairman reported that (in order to meet a deadline for reply) she had supported the applic by Edgefield Landfill Site to instal a gas-powered generator.

e) Council approved Stody Estate plans for a new reservoir near the old railway-line.

7.       NCAPTC.  The Clerk reported briefly on the AGM he had attended in Norwich 12 Nov.

Councillors are invited to an NCAPTC roadshow on Quality Status, in Bodham Fri 2 Dec.

8.  Stody and Hunworth Commons. The Clerk reported that the paths needed clearing,                     

Dominic Purslow kindly agreed to organise/co-ordinate a working-party of volunteers.

9.
Correspondence. 

The Clerk reported as briefly as possible on numerous items…

a) We (being within 10 km of Edgefield Landfill site) can apply for a grant from NEWS for funds (90% of project cost) to improve village amenities. Agreed that CC should follow this up with her counterpart (Edgefield PC Chairman) John Seymour.

b) The Clerk distributed info about the N.Norfolk Community Partnership, with their invitation to a Stakeholders’ Conference in N.Walsham on Wed 7 Dec.

c) PC declined  to take out (£25 p.a) membership of Norfolk Rural Community Council.

d) Councillors noted that copies of the following  were available from the Clerk…

· Norfolk Police’s “ambitious programme” of Accessing your Police in Norfolk

· 2004/05 Annual Report of Watton/Holt/Dereham CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau)

· Norfolk County Council documents on Rights of Way, Local transport Plan 2 with Questionnaire, Minerals and Waste, Norfolk Local Access Forum,Youth Activities.

e) Forthcoming event – ‘Carols on the Green’ in Hunworth, Tues 20 Dec 6.p.m.

9.       Dates for the next two PC meetings were agreed as follows…

           Wed 8 Feb and Wed 26 April (Ann Parish Meeting).  NB start-times 7 p.m not 7.30.

 Footnote

Stop-Press item – NNDC are arranging an additional workshop at Hindringham Village Hall on Thurs 1st Dec at 7 p.m, - another ‘Stakeholder Consultation’ to brief Parish Councillors on the LDF Core Strategy (the 3-scenario choice and questionnaire on long-term plans for Housing).

Councillors interested please tel NNDC direct on (01263) 516318. This is an important issue.

10-page Options Consultation Document and 4-page Questionnaire available from Clerk

Memo

From 

Parish Clerk, Stody Parish Council (Michael Chesterman Tel 861109)

To

Hunworth Village Hall Committee - Maggie Arkell and Jonathan Eke



Stody PC  - Chairman (Charlotte Crawley) and Vice-Chair (John Dymond)



Stody Estate Office – Ian MacNicol and Ross Haddow

Date 

9 Dec 2005



Penny Crawley Memorial seat on Hunworth Green.

I suggest you allow me to co-ordinate activities on this, so we don’t get our lines crossed and don’t all assume that someone else is getting on with it.

THE PC is committed in principle (16 Nov Minutes)  that “a seat should be provided”.

 I have checked with Bob Crawley and he is happy with the proposed location, on the corner of the former playground area, close to the road, just opposite the old Chapel, and facing out diagonally with view across Hunworth Green. There is already a small tree growing there, so the seat could be just beside or in front of it. No need as I see it to plant another tree. (Or?) The seat can have a small memorial brass inscription.

In accordance with ‘best practice’ I have obtained quotes - from C.T.Baker and Emcy, and have looked at what is available. Two decent seats, not cheap and nasty, are…

‘Turnberry’ in Mahogany by Alexander Rose. 5’ , at £199 from Emcy

‘Saxon’ 5’ (151cm) by Bridgemen (SB5) in Iroko at £199 less 15% from C.T.Baker.

Then there are other seats at £400+ or even £500+, but not in my view good buys.

My recommendation is a 5’ Teak Bench with curved back and handrests £249 at Emcy

My proposals are as follows…

If you all approve, Parish Council and Village Hall split the cost on 50/50 basis.

As PC Clerk I buy the £249 bench (PC chq) and reclaim from V.Hall their half-share.

I deliver bench to Charlotte Crawley at Hunworth Hall (for temporary storage).

V.Hall (Maggie) and Stody Estate liaise with Charlotte over installing the seat on site.

This will involve more cost (e.g. paving slabs and some security device to anchor it), labour (incl volunteers ?), and skilled supervision (Stody Estate?).

Please give me the green light, or counter-proposals/amendments if you see fit.





STODY PARISH COUNCIL

These are your Parish Councillors and their addresses…

Chairman
Mrs Charlotte CRAWLEY

Tel 713306



Hunworth Hall, King St, Hunworth, NR24 2EQ

Vice-Chair
Mr John DYMOND


Tel  860180



Kendle’s Farm, Brinton Rd, Stody,  NR24 2ED



Miss Julie FROST



Tel  711560



Applegarth Ho, Edgefield Rd, Hunworth NR24 2EL



Mrs Maureen KENYON,


 Tel  862776



Forge Cottage, Hunworth Rd, Stody, NR24 2EQ



Dr Jo MARRIOTT,


 Tel  712198



Castle Hill Cottage, Hunworth, NR24 2AA



Mr Ken TAYLOR



 Tel  860868



The Red House, Brinton Rd, Stody, NR24 2EB



Mrs Liz WAITES



 Tel 715977



Poplar Cottage. The Green, Hunworth NR24 2AA

Your Parish Clerk is Mr Michael CHESTERMAN
Tel 861109

