STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

of the meeting held on Wed 23rd Aug 2006
at 7 p.m. in Hunworth Village Hall

Present
6 Councillors

Parish Clerk MPC
7 members of the public

1. The meeting started with a site-visit to Hunworth Green, to discuss the location for a  seat in memory of Penny Crawley. It was agreed to put the seat between the rowan tree and the lime tree, on the corner near the shingle track past Alex Birks’  house.

2. The meeting opened with a heartfelt tribute paid by the Chairman (Charlotte Crawley) to honour the memory of Ian MacNicol (d.11 June 2006), who had served the PC for many years both as councillor and chairman. Two minutes silence was observed.

3. Apologies for absence were received from Julie Frost and Bernard Crowe.

4. The Chairman welcomed the newly co-opted councillor Ross Haddow (replacing Maureen Kenyon), and Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms were duly signed.

The Clerk explained that during absence overseas of Ken Taylor for some months his place would be taken by Des Simmonds, with authority to cast a proxy vote for KT.

5. The Minutes of the previous (17th May AGM) meeting were approved and signed. 

6. NNDC (and related) affairs.

a) The Clerk read extracts from Bernard Crowe’s  latest bulletin on policy trends for local government. The LGA (Local Gov’t Authority), led by Sir Sandy Bruce-Lockhart has won the battle of freeing us from the huge compliance burden of Whitehall plan-making and national targets…Ruth Kelly has indicated that the Govt White Paper, due in this autumn, will mark a shift from the top-down state to the trusting state…”We can usher in a new and unprecedented era of devolution”.

b) Liz Waites reported on the 6th June Area Forum held at Sharrington V.Hall, and the Clerk reported on the Holt Area Partnership meeting held at Holt Hall on 11th July. Both expressed concern about more and more local bureaucracy and perceived duplication of administration. Council noted with approval the Clerk’s August 2006 internal Memo questioning the need for and claimed advantages of a Parish Plan, given the considerable cost (time, money, and effort) involved in producing one.

The Clerk was authorised to pass a copy of the memo to NCAPTC as “a  good idea worth sharing” on the Parish page of Norfolk Link, the NCAPTC periodic Newsletter.

c) Council noted that documentation on the LDF (Local Development Framework) was 

nearly ready for release, in two parts – Core Strategy, and Site-specific proposals.


      There will be public exhibitions/meetings on Wed 27th Sept at Holt Community 


      Centre 10am-6pm, also Copeman Centre Briston on Mon 23rd Oct 5-7.30 p.m.


      The 6-week consultation period runs until 5th November


d)   The next local  Area Forum is on Wed 20th Sept 7 p.m in Holt Community Centre, 


       and then a group Area Forum at Links Hotel W.Runton on Tues 3 Oct at 7 p.m.

7. Finance. The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit  of 2005/06 Accounts had been  satisfactorily completed, by Mr D.Sutcliffe of Brinton, and the Annual Return had been submitted for external Audit. The Precept from NNDC for 2007/08 was discussed, and it was agreed (prop CC, sec RH) to request £1,700.  The Form for that purpose was duly signed.  The £200 increase over the present rate (£1,500) was to allow for the possible expenses of a contested election in that year. The Clerk reported that in June Stody PC had made a donation of £50 to the Norfolk Heart Trust in memory of Ian MacNicol.

8. Planning. CC reported that the Inspector had made a site-visit to Wayside Cottage 

Pinkney Lane, and his ruling over Mr Massingham’s appeal was expected by mid-Sept.

9. Village Projects (matter arising out of 17th May PC Minutes Item 8).

It was agreed that Des Simmonds would take over from Dr Jo Mariott as the convener and co-ordinator of the informal group dealing with proposals under consideration, with a view to submitting a grant application to the Environment Projects Agency Ltd.

Interested parties please liaise with Des (Ivy’s Cottage in Hunworth Rd Stody)

10. NCAPTC. The Clerk reported on the Norfolk Planning Conference held at Swaffham on 15th June, and highlighed various items in the two latest issues of ‘Norfolk Link’.

Note that the AGM (of NCAPTC) will be on Sat 4th Nov at County Hall in Norwich.

11.
Correspondence.
-    The Senior Planner in NCC, Mr Ward-Jackson, apologised for (7 months) delay in    replying to the Clerk’s letter of 17th Jan (our response to a NCC questionnaire). He explained that “it is not practicable to respond to those who respond individually…The document was designed to elicit detailed and focused responses…at the risk of its complexity and length being off-putting…On the issue connected with the large and burdensome number of consultations parish councils receive,.. the NCC is required to do so by the Government”.

· The Chief Executive Officer of Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital, Mr Paul Forden, defended his decision to close the weekly Cancer Clinic at Cromer Hospital.

“The most effective use of Dr Baillie-Johnson’s specialist skills are in seeing new patients (i.e. in Norwich) rather than predominantly follow-up patients (in Cromer)”.


      It was agreed that Julie frost would attend a protest meeting in Cromer about this.


-    The Society of Local Council Clerks invites non-members to join. It was agreed that
      for villages as small as ours this was uneconomic (annual membership £45 and 

                 annual conference fees £300+ at Holiday Inn in Plymouth ! Forget about it.

           -    CPRE East of England 1-day workshop at Huntingdon 5th October for £25 on LDFs


      “getting the best for your community through the bottom-up process”. Decline.

· Norman Lamb MP – on call locally at Briston 12.30 on Thurs 7th Sept.

· Police – Offer to visit our PC meetings occasionally appreciated, but not ‘economic’.

12.       Other business. 

· Is there Right of way on track by Harthill House in Hunworth ?  RH to follow up.

· Proposed Vintage Tractor event at Hunnybell  8th Oct – CC to express concern.

· New ‘No parking’ signs on Hunworth Green needed – Clerk to follow up.

· New access to bus-stop seat needed (avoiding main road) – AS to follow up.

· New co-ordinator of grass-cutting roster needed (to replace AS) – any volunteers ?

· New storage site needed for PC-owned grasscutter and equipment. Any offers ?

· stodyandhunworth Village website – crying out for input – contact Liz Waites

· N.B. Next PC meeting Wed 29 Nov 7 p.m.  First 2007 date to be Tues 6th Feb.
13. Minutes of the previous (17th August) meeting – for approval.

3.
NNDC affairs   Update by Bernard Crowe. Report by Clerk on recent news and events, incl “Sustainable Communities” public meeting at Sheringham on 7 Oct, the  new-style Area Forum meeting held at Walsingham Village Hall 1st Nov, NNDC briefing on ‘radical housing’ proposals at Hindringham V.Hall 8th Nov (plus ‘OPERA’ Questionnaire)


Note – Stody Parish Councillors are invited to the local 3-Tier Area Forum meeting, to be held at Aylmerton V.Hall on Tues 15th Nov at 7 p.m. Tel Kate Sullivan 516052

4.
Matters arising from previous Minutes
a) Hunworth Green gravel track – Dr Mariott to report. Proceed with work, or not ?

b)  Hunworth Green chestnut-tree (Newsletter poll) – CC and Clerk to report. Decision.

c) Verge obstructions, Brinton Rd Stody. Clerk to report. No action so far by NCC.

d) Repairs to Hunworth-Thornage road at ford near Beck Farm – work done.

5.
Finance.    Clerk to report.  Bal b/f as on 1 Nov £1,595.61.

6.
Planning.

a) Wayside Bungalow, Pinkney Lane, Hunworth - use of garage. CC to report

b) Coronation Cottage. Stody – enlargement of garage. CC and Clerk to report.

c) Thornage Rd car-park in Holt – Clerk to report.

d) Edgefield Landfill Site and Quarry – gas-powered generator, CC to report

e) Stody Estate – reservoir near Thornage-Letheringsett road  CC to report

 7.       NCAPTC.  Clerk to report on AGM, to be  held in Norwich on Sat 12 Nov, 10 a.m.                    NB Any PC members interested in attending this please notify Clerk (Tel 861109), also  NCAPTC roadshow about Quality Status, to be held at Bodham  Fri 2 Dec (free lunch).

8.      Stody and Hunworth Commons – Clerk to report. Working-party needed (path-clearing)

9. Correspondence – Clerk to report…NNDC Landscape Character Assessment, 

Stody Estate - re claiming grant from Landfill Tax (we are within 10 km of landfill site),

N.Norfolk Community Partnership (Stakeholders’ Conference N.Walsham Wed 7 Dec)

Norfolk Rural Community Council – invitation to join (£25 p.a.)

Norfolk Police – Accessing your Police in Norfolk (“ambitious programme”)

Citizens Advice Bureau (Watton/Holt/Dereham) Annual Report 2004/05

Norfolk County Council – 5 more documents (Rights of Way, Local Transport Plan 2 +Questionnaire, Minerals and waste, Norfolk Local Access Forum, Youth Activities)

10. Dates of meetings for 2006. 

AGENDA

For ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
of STODY AND HUNWORTH

to be held on WED 26th APRIL 2006
at 7.30 p.m. in Hunworth Village Hall.

In the Chair -  Mrs Charlotte Crawley

(ex-officio as Chairman of Stody PC)

1. Refreshments – on offer from 7 p.m, ahead of the meeting.

2. Apologies for absence.

Welcome to Guest speaker Mrs Jacky Howe.

3. Minutes of previous (2005) Annual Parish Meeting.

4. Chairman’s remarks, and Report on Stody PC matters.

5. “A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF…” …our Norfolk County Councillor.

An illuminating insight into what is done on our behalf by Mrs Jacky Howe.  Marvels and mysteries of County Hall exposed !

6. Report from spokesman of Village Hall Committee.

7. Any ideas on how to spend money ? (for the benefit of the village), if we were to apply for, and then get, a Landfill Grant.

Edgefield did it (revamp their duckpond). Why shouldn’t we? 


7.
Any other business,  or matters raised by local electors.

26April 2006

Mrs Jacky Howe,

Frogmoor Farm,

Tithe Barn Lane, Briston


Norfolk NR24 2JD


Dear Jacky,





Compliments and complaints.

I refer to p.6 of the latest (March 2006) issue of ‘Your Norfolk’.

This invites “comments on the services we provide – maybe you feel that Norfolk County Council, or someone working for us, has not dealt with you properly”. And on the back page customer care standards are laid down – including a target of 5 working days to respond to letters.

Now please see enclosed photocopy of a long letter I sent on the 17th January to the Senior Planner, Mr Ward-Jackson, in the NCC Planning and Transportation Dep’t. After waiting over a month for a reply, I sent him a photocopy in March, requesting the courtesy of a reply. Result - nothing. It’s like writing to a brick wall. Waste of time.

Can you help ? This is not a disgruntled individual just mouthing off about bureaucacy, but a serious matter which has been on the agenda of, and supported by, the three PCs of which I am Clerk.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Chesterman

Parish Clerk of Stody, Field Dalling, and Fulmodeston Councils

c.c. Mr Ward-Jackson

c.c. Secretary NCAPTC  (my original letter was copied to you)    

c.c. NNDC Councillors Bernard Crowe and Robin Combe) “  “

STODY PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA

for the 2006 AGM
to be held on Wed 17th May 2006
at 7 p.m. (N.B not 7.30)

in the Village Hall, Hunworth

1. Apologies for absence.

2. Election of Officers (by Parish Councillors)

The outgoing Chairman (Mrs Charlotte Crawley) invites nominations for the post of Chairman, and votes are cast.

The elected/re-elected Chairman then invites nominations for the post of Vice-Chairman, and votes are cast.

3. Minutes of previous (8 Feb 2006) PC meeting, for approval.

To take note also of draft Minutes of the 26 April 2006 APM.

4. Matters arising from previous Minutes…

a) Hunworth V.Green track resurfacing. JM to report.

b) Memorial seat (tribute to Penny Crawley). CC to report.

c) Roadside drainage at Brinton Rd Stody. Clerk to report.

d) Path-clearing on Hunworth Common. Clerk to report.

e) NCC reply (if any) to Clerk’s Memo on lengthy Questionnaire

5. NNDC and NCC affairs

Bernard Crowe and Jacky Howe to report (if present)

Area Forums continue, also LDF procedures. Clerk to report.

6. Finance.

a) Annual Accounts for 2005/06, submitted by Clerk for approval (encl with this Agenda). Internal auditor.

b) Authorisations of expenditure – Allianz Insurance, NCAPTC.

7. Planning.

a) Wayside Bungalow Pinkney Lane – Mr Massingham’s Appeal against NNDC enforcement notice still  to be decided, before Inspector can make his ruling.

b) Barns at Stody Hall – NNDC has approved plans for conversion, to either offices or holiday accommodation.

8. Village Project(s) and possible grant applications. CC to report (as follow-up to discussion at recent Annual Parish Meeting).

9. Correspondence.  Clerk to report.

10. Other business, if any. (Contact Clerk please, Tel 861109) Dates of future meetings.

STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the 2006 AGM

held on Wed 17th May 2006
at 7p.m in the Village Hall, Hunworth

Present
6 Councillors, Mrs Charlotte Crawley in the Chair



Parish Clerk M.Chesterman

Bernard Crowe NNDC



2 members of the public



Apology for absence received from Julie Frost.

2.

Election of Officers.

Chairman, Mrs C. Crawley was re-elected unopposed, prop KT sec JM.

Vice-Chairman, Julie Frost was elected unopposed, prop JM, sec LW.

Declarations of Acceptance of Office were duly signed.

14. Minutes of the previous (8th Feb) PC meeting were approved.

15. Matters arising from previous Minutes.

a) Hunworth Village Green track re-surfacing. JM reported that estimates under consideration ranged from £2,200 for a simple job (Matthews) and £10,900 for a bigger one (Gary Cooper Paving), with another quote to come. No decision made yet, as we could possibly apply for a grant to fund this project.

b) Penny Crawley Memorial seat. CC reported that this was ready and just waiting to be installed. Action J.Eke and Ross Haddow.

c) Roadside drainage at Brinton Rd, Stody. The Clerk reported that Mrs Gill Saunders had finally succeeded in convincing the NCC Highways Dep’t that a drain did exist under the road. Workers had cleared it, so water in the roadside ditch bordering her land could now drain away.

d) The Clerk reported that Dominc Purslow had made a start on clearing the paths on Hunworth Common. Thanks were due to him, but more work is needed to complete the job. Any further offers to help are welcome.

5.
NNDC and NCC affairs.

a)  Bernard Crowe reported that NNDC was slimming down, with staff reductions (‘re-structuring’). Currently emphasis was on the provision of 450 units of affordable housing, partly funded out of income from increased Council Tax rates on the 4,439 2nd homes in N.Norfolk. 65% of new housing developments would be located in the 7 towns in N.Nfk, and the remainder in the 12 ‘large village’ clusters, such as Briston/Melton Constable. Here infrastructure and job-opportunities existed, which were missing in small villages. 

Consultation about this is on offer at public meetings/exhibitions at Holt Community Centre on Wed 17th Sept 10 a.m. to 6 p.m, and Mon 23rd October 5-7.30 p.m. at the Copeman Centre in Briston.

The Clerk drew attention to the ongoing Area Forums, the next meeting to be held at Sharrington Village Hall at 6.45 p.m. on 6th June, the agenda including presentations on re-cycling and Parish Plans.

6.
Finance.


a) The PC Annual Accounts for 2005/06 (previously circulated) were   submitted by the Clerk and approved. It was agreed to ask Mr D.Sutcliffe to be our internal auditor once again. See also footnote* to these Minutes.

b) Payments to Allianz Insurance and  NCAPTC (06/07 sub) were authorised.

7.
Planning.
It was noted that the matter of commercial use of Mr Massingham’s garage in Pinkney Lane was at a standstill until July, when the Inspector’s ruling was expected. Also noted that NNDC had approved the application for conversion of barns at Stody Hall.

8. Village Projects/Parish Plan.

This item arises out of discussion at the recent Annual Parish Meeting, which led to a meeting of a village sub-committee chaired by Jo Mariott. Various ideas were considered, as possibilities for grant applications…

-   reviving former Hunworth Green playground area and turning it into a   

· ‘flower meadow’ (incl children’s play area)

· improving the surround of the Village Hall (shingle/paving slabs)

· improving track around H’worth Green, adding posts ? kerb ?

· new village pond in open space just above Hunworth bridge

· planting hedge around existing parking-area on H’worth Green

· re-decoration of interior of Hunworth Church

· any bright ideas, please, from the Stody end of our two villages

Action - Chairman, Clerk, and JM to co-ordinate and report back.  Ideas and suggestions welcome, such as detailed proposals and estimates.

9.
The Clerk reported briefly on some items of correspondence.

10.       Other business.

 Maureen Kenyon announced her resignation from the PC because of pressure of other duties such as Churchwarden. CC thanked MK sincerely for her contribution to Stody PC over the previous 2 years. The Clerk explained the procedure to be followed when a ‘casual vacancy’ such as this occurs – NNDC provides opportunity for an election to be held if 10 voters ask for one

11.
Dates for the next PC meetings were agreed as Wed 23rd August and Wed 29th Nov, starting at 7 p.m (NB not 7.30).

*Footnote
After the meeting a copy of  the Annual Return Section 2  (Statement of assurance) was circulated to all PC members, and approved by them.

STODY PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS for 2005/06

Balance b/f 1 April 2005





        
585.60

Add INCOME 

Bottle Bank (NNDC)




105.03

Electricity Wayleave (EDF Energy)


  74.55



NNDC Precept




      1,500.00

V. Hall C’ttee half-share of Memorial seat
         148.00









         
1,827.58












2,413.18

        Less EXPENDITURE


Allianz Insurance





255.00


Clerk’s (part-time) salary



408.00


Admin expenses (Clerk)



109.93


Admin and other expenses (Chairman)

  47.01


NCAPTC sub





  70.85


District Audit fee





  58.75

Grasscutting Hunworth Green (fuel etc)

 119.22

Westwood tractor annual service


 250.00

Penny Crawley Memorial seat


 296.65

(half refunded by V.Hall C’ttee -see above)

Path-clearing on Hunworth Common

   30.00











(1,645.41)






Balance c/f 1 April 2006

    767.77


Respectfully submitted


By Parish Clerk, M.P.Chesterman


For approval at AGM on 17 May 2006

Dr H.Baillie-Johnson

Norfolk and Norwich Hospital,

Dep’t of Clinical Oncology,


18 July 2006

Colney Lane, Norwich NR4 7UY

Dear Dr Baillie-Johnson



Cancer clinic – relocation from Cromer to Norwich

I write as Parish Clerk of the following six villages in N/Norfolk… Stody+Hunworth, Field Dalling+Saxlingham, Fulmodeston+Barney.

Parish Council meetings are not held frequently enough for all ‘topical’ matters to be referred to them quickly, but I am confident that I can represent their views over this urgent matter brought to my attention by the Town Clerk of Cromer, Julie Chance. In her letter to you dated 11th July she hits the nail bang on the head. Yes, “withdrawal of the weekly cancer clinic from Cromer would cause distress and hardship for a large number of people in the area.”

You try getting from any of the villages mentioned above to the N and N in Norwich and back to attend the clinic, using public transport.

Yes, whereas a trip to Cromer and back is relatively straightforward, a Norwich round trip from outlying villages can be, to quote from Julie’s letter,  “a traumatic and daunting experience”. Where is the logic in requiring lots of people to spend lots of time energy and money travelling long distances when one specialist can see them much nearer to their homes ? It is a false economy to centralise clinics if they can be provided in Cromer, as obviously is the case. For us in the outlying villages relocating a clinic from Cromer to Norwich is a step backward, and I invite you to explain the justification for it.

Yours sincerely,

M.P.Chesterman

c.c. Cromer Town Clerk 

      Chairmen of Parish Councils – Stody, Field Dalling, Fulmodeston

NOTICE OF DECISION

made on 23rd August 2006 by the Inspector Mr Roger Dyer,

Ref APP/Y2620/C/06/2008123

Wayside Bungalow, Pinkney Lane, Hunworth

This is in reply to the Appeal by Mr Nick Massingham against the NNDC Enforcement Notice of 24th January 2006. This required Mr Massingham to “cease use of the garage for repairing and servicing vehicles and the sale of vehicles for commercial business purposes”.

The period for compliance with these requirements was 28 days.

The Inspector made a site visit on 9th August.

On 29th August the Head of Planning at NNDC forwarded to me as Parish Clerk a copy of the Inspector’s decision letter. In it he dismisses the appeal and upholds the enforcement notice,  with the period for compliance extended from 28 days to two months.

Para 8 of the Inspector’s 3-page Report includes the following…



“In terms of the road conditions I saw, I consider that



this (use of the garage for commercial purposes) would



represent a significant intensification of the use of the



road network. The consequence would be highway dangers



and inconvenience for road users”.

Para 12 (Conclusions) includes the following…

“I appreciate that there is merit in introducing a small enterprise into the village, but I conclude that any such


benefit would not compensate for the highways dangers”.

The period of two months for compliance runs from 23rd August, the date of the Inspector’s letter, so the new deadline is 23rd Oct ’06.
M.P.Chesterman

Parish Clerk  4 Sept 2006

For display on village notice-boards, with copies to Parish Councillors.

