STODY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting held on Wed 6 Feb 2008
at 7 p.m. at the Village Hall, Hunworth

Present

Dr Jo Mariott (Chairman)   CC    JD    RH     LW




Parish Clerk M.P.Chesterman




NCC Councillor Mr Baxter
NNDC Councillor Mrs Brettle




3 members of the public

1. The Chairman reported with regret the death on 3 Feb of Councillor Tony McGonigle. Mrs Crawley gave a brief tribute, commenting on how Tony Mac will be very much missed and how much he had enhanced village life during his 12 years in Hunworth.

An apology for absence was received from Mrs M.Rawlinson.

The Clerk explained that the casual vacancy on the Council would be filled either by an election (if 10 electors ask for one), or co-opting.

2. The Minutes of PC meetings held on 17 Oct and 9 Dec 2008 were approved, with the following addition to the 17 Oct Minutes…

“It was agreed to include AOB (Any Other Business) as an early agenda item at future meetings, when the Chairman would suspend PC business for say a 10-minute slot, during which the public could raise matters and have their say”.

3. NNDC and NCC affairs.

a) Mrs Brettle gave a brief update. NNDC was aiming, with extra funds, to clear the backlog of road-signs. The Core strategy of the LDF (Local Development Framework) was now being considered by the Inspector, to check whether it was ‘sound’. Various proposals for a unitary structure for Norfolk were now under consideration by central gov’t. There would be a public meeting at Aylsham Town Hall on 26 March for consultation about Post Office closures.

b) Mr Baxter reported that the Norfolk County Council element of Council Tax in 2008/09 would increase by only 3.5%. In Sept 2008 there would be another hazardous waste amnesty (old paint etc).

To clarify where responsibility lay for dealing with flood problems a  protocol had been drawn up allocating responsibility as follows…

· for main rivers, the Environment Agency

· for Highways, The Nfk County Council

· for buildings, the NN District Council.

It was noted that thanks were due to Mr John Gardner and Mr Lambert for clearing the fords on the H’worth-Edgefield road, and that the Clerk should notify Highways about potholes needing to be repaired on the Hunworth-Thornage road drift at Breck Farm.

4. Hunworth Green.

a) LW reported on some negative feedback from local residents about  recent re-surfacing of the former gravel track with asphalt planings. RH confirmed that further work was planned in the spring to repair new potholes. It was agreed that LW would speak to Mrs Neil about her pedestrian access and then report back to next PC. Council authorised  payment to the contractor Mr Morrissey of the £2,500 earmarked for this scheme in Stody PC Projects a/c.

b)   Council gave approval for the £10,000 grant from DEFRA to be   

 paid to Ross Haddow, acting on Council’s behalf, and for him to pay  the contractor Mr Morrissey for the re-surfacing of the track on Hunworth Common leading down to the Glaven ford.

c)  It was suggested that a sub-committee be formed to deal with all

issues surrounding the grass of the Village Green(s) in Hunworth.

LW kindly agreed to liase with interested parties, and it will be an item on the next PC agenda to see if it can be taken further.

5. Finance.

a) Council noted completion of the external Audit for 2006/07.

b) The Clerk reported on bank balances - £737.41 in the PC a/c as on 31 Dec 2007, and £2,500 in the Projects a/c on 15 Jan 2008.

c) Council re-considered 2008/09 Budget (see 22 Aug ’07 Minutes).

It was agreed to treat the £844 budget surplus as a cushion for contingencies. The part-time salary of the Clerk was reviewed, and it was agreed to switch w.e.f 1 April 2008 away from the professional pay-scales (incremental) set by NALC and SLCC, to a flat round figure of £1,000 p.a., not related to hours worked.

6. Norfolk Rural Community Council (NRCC).
It was noted that (as already publicised in the Parish Newsletter) the NRCC plan to host a ‘Services2gether’ event from 12 noon to 3 p.m in the Village Hall on Friday 7th March.  Multi-agency services on offer will cover health, crime and safety, education, advice, information.

Refreshments provided. NRCC Contact person Jon Clemo Tel 698216.

7. Community Speed Watch.

A group has formed and is now active – the first in N.Norfolk. LW reported that the group of volunteers would attend a training session on Tues 12 Feb at 13.00 hrs, under police supervision.

8. Minor projects – Noted that the Memorial seat at  Hunworth Green bus-stop was in place. Payment of £60 authorised for new ‘No Parking’ sign.

9. NCAPTC (Norfolk County Association of Parish and Town Councils).

The Clerk was congratulated on having passed his re-sits for CILCA

(Cert in Local Council Admin), thereby attaining Quality Clerk status.

10. Planning. The Chairman reported that no reply had yet been received from NNDC to our request for clarification about some aspects of the recent application by Pat Hoskison of 1 Green Barn Farm.

11. Roadside verge outside Green Farm House, Hunworth.

Representations about the proposed ‘reinstatement’ of this area have been received by the Chairman. It was agreed that RH should scan these and email them to councillors, for subsequent consideration.

12. Damage to roadside verges by huge agricultural vehicles.
After some discussion of this problem, brought to PC’s attention by Andrew Rawlinson, it was agreed to re-discuss it at next meeting.

13. Correspondence – it was agreed that the Clerk should ‘re-load’ the circulating Correspondence folder with the latest batch of material.

14.
Frequency of PC meetings. RH suggested that PC meetings would benefit by being less long but more frequent (currently 4 p.year plus the ‘extra’ Annual Parish Meeting). It was agreed to consider this at next meeting.

