Cromer's new code for the placement of
goods and amenitias on the bighway
applios 1o the speaific central arsa
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Cromer’s code
goods and amenities
on the highway

it businesses want to put gocds, promotioral items or
furniture out on the highway, they must have
parmission, That's the law — and it has always bean the
lara.

Aryona wilhout permission would face having to
remove unauthorised items, as a number of Cromer
tracers were asked to by Norfolk County Council (the
highways authority) in 2007.

But thera has been no simple way of gatting
permissicn for the kind of displays, baskets, shelves,
cabmets and slacks of goods that shops want 1o
display in front of their premises 10 atiract passing
frade.

Liretil now,

In response to the problems businesses laced in
2007, North Norfolk District Council, Norfolk County
Counail, Cromer Town Council and Cromer Chamber of
Trade have pooled thelr efiorts o put together this
cede of practice 1o simplily the process, and 1o take
nota of the local townscape and circumstancos.

Fora £25 fes {phis a varabla cost for more
complicalad appications that need more investigation),
businesses can now apply to the Districl Councll for a
one-year permit 1o put goods out on the public
higihwany,

How will the code work?

Permission may b given for putting goods, furniture or
other items outside a business’s premises, depending
upon local circumstances. Il won't be given for objects
that are nol directly outsice your premises.

Each application wil be considerad on its own
merits, and the applcation process will invalve consul-
tation with Nerdelk County Council, as the highways
authority, and other local businesses. This is much the
same as with a planning application. So applications
arg expecled 1o take up 1o six woeks 10 Drocess,

Permission will nol be given for tems that are a
danger, obstruction or nuisance to the public. There

must be encugh space for people to be abla to pass

aach othor safoly,

The code only applies to Cramer town centra (a5
shown overleal].

® Applications forms are avallable from North Morfolk
Listrict Council’s offices or from
www.northnorfolk.org

@ Permits will be issued for one yoar,

@ The appication fea is £25, with a variable additional
cost for bigger or more complicatled applications
that rwohve site inspections or other investigation).

@ Applicants need to have a minimum public liability
insurance cover of £5 million.

® Conditions will be attached 1o the permit, for
example ensuning a minimum width of pavament
stays clear, having 10 bring 1ha items indoors at
night, or cordoning them oft tor satety's sake.
iraciers wiil be responsibie for adhenng to the

modorn requirements of good, sensible practice, to

make sure the goods and amenities am safo and
secure. All legal respansibilities t© do with licensing,
plannmg and healltn and safety still apply.

What kind of things does the code cover?

1t cowers iterms that are pul temporarniy on the streef

and are designed to boost your business by attracling

passing trade or showing off your wares, Things like:

® Free-standing advertismg A-boards

@ Tables and chairs

@ Goods for sale, whether free-standing, or in racks
or cabinets (including fridges and freezers)

@ Ponabla ifter bins, whether free-standing or wall-
mLtec

It does not cover:

@ Skips, hoardings or scafiolding {licences for these
still come from Norfolk County Council)

® Permanent street furnilure like signs, benches and
planters (again, please contact Noralk County
Council as highways authority)

® Awnings and blinds fixed to bulltings {contact Narth

Norfolk District Ceuncil to discuss gotting planming

permission)

Sirest fraging staiis fike barrows or ice cream vans

(ask North Noerolk District Council about licensing)

@ Chavity street collections {again, North Norfolk
District Councl licenses these)
@ Coods and items placed on the trader's own

property.
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Has the law changed?

No. We can't change the law {Saction 115{E] of e
Highways Act of 1580, i you're interested) but we can
maka it easiar for evenyons 1o abide by . That's the
point of this code,

1 didn't pay anything before fo put my goods on
display outside my premises. Why do | have to pay
£25 now?

The fact 1s that you ovd need permission before, and it
Would have cost much maore fo got #, but you rivght
no! have had i, The £25 fee Is to cover the cost of
processing the permit and consuiting the refevant
partias, polenliatly with an oxtra charge for making an
inspection of the site, which may be necassary 1o
ensure the items don't obstruet the highway for
pedestrans and other fraffic.

Will | have to pay £25 every year?

Nat necessariy. If you re-apply in subsequent years but
there's no change to what you're appiying for, you
wion't have to pay again. But if you want 1o do
something different arxd North Norfells District Councit
fas to examine a new sat of circumsiances, than it will
be treated as a new goplicaion wilh a 25 fee.

By the look of the criteria, I'm not going to get
permission. What can [ do?

Thare will ficoly be other avenues yvou can consider, if
you wanted 1o put out an advertising boeard, have you
thought about fixing a sign lo the side of your premises
instead fwhich would mean applying for planning
panTission? I ihe 3300 is one of dasign, could you
changs the look of the item so it fits into is
surroundngs beller? Could you mare it simaller. or limit
the time it's put out on tha pavermant? North Norfolk
Cistrict Council officers can give you advice before you
make an genlication - just can.



