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MIINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WORKS AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AT NORTH LODGE PARK 

ON TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 2009 AT 7.00 PM

Present:  Deputy Mayor Cllr Y Nolan (Chair), Cllr Mrs H Thompson (Vice Chair)

Cllr D Abel, Cllr J Edwards, Cllr A Nash, Cllr Mrs Northway, Cllr Mrs Woodcock MBE

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk)

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

Mr A Fairchild (SLCC)


The meeting was preceded by a visit to The Cemetery (No 2 Site).

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 06 JANUARY 2009
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 06 January 2009, which were approved by Full Council on 12 January 2009 were signed by the Chairman.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Amis & Harris.

4. ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
There were no items of urgent business

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.

6. CEMETERY (No 2 Site)
6.1 Management of Cemetery – Mr Alan Fairchild advised members of his experience in cemetery management and made a lengthy and very informative presentation highlighting some of the common issues faced by burial authorities.  He made various recommendations which will be considered for progression by the committee.

Cllr Nash left the meeting at 8.30pm

6.2 Cemetery Chapel – Prior to the meeting, members met with Project Manager Giles Margarson to inspect the on-going works at the chapel.

6.3 Damaged Memorial – It was noted that the replacement memorial would be in place by the end of the week.

6.4 Destruction of flowers – The Town Clerk read a letter from a visitor to the cemetery who was very distressed that flowers laid on her mother’s grave are being destroyed by rabbits.  It was noted that deer have also been seen grazing at the cemetery and it is believed that the deer may have caused recent damage to one of the allotments.  The Town Clerk reminded members of the past investigations into problems with rabbits.  Mr Fairchild was asked for his advices and advised that he was not aware of any way of controlling the rabbits and that fencing would be very costly and results are not guaranteed.  It was AGREED to consult the Conservation Officer at NNDC and to advise members of the public of the on-going problems.  The Town Clerk will reply to the lady concerned and advise her that the Town Council is making further enquiries.

6.5 Grazing – Members received an application to graze horses at the field at the back of the cemetery.  Following discussion, it was AGREED to refuse permission.  The field is to be prepared for consecration and it was felt that the area was not secure and too small for two horses.  Also, as the horses would be entering and leaving the cemetery on a regular basis, there could be damage to the lawned driveway on the approach to the field.

6.6 Other Cemetery Matters (for information only)

Cemetery Wall – Members received a report on the condition of the wall.  The Town Clerk was asked to arrange for the Project Manager to prioritise the work before arranging to go out to tender.
Lodge Tenancy – It was noted that following a request for a replacement bathroom suite, the original tenancy lease has been checked, which states that the tenants are responsible for fixtures and fittings.  The Town Clerk will write to the tenants to advise them of their responsibilities.
Concerts at Cemetery – It was noted that following a query from a member of the public, legal advice had been sought as to whether the cemetery grounds can be accessed after dusk.  It has been confirmed that the Burial Authority (ie. Cromer Town Council) have the authority to permit use of the Chapel and cemetery grounds after dusk.
7. CEMETERY (No 1 Site)

7.1  Cemetery Gates – It was noted that Cllr Nolan and the Town Clerk had met with the blacksmith to ascertain when the gates would be ready.  It was AGREED to contact the insurance company to ask that the gates be re-hung as soon as possible.

7.2  Other Cemetery Matters (for information only)

There were no other matters to report.

8. GARDEN ALLOTMENT SITE

8.1 Sign – It was AGREED that Cromer High School could erect a sign on their allotment subject to it being kept in good order.

8.2 Other Allotment Matters (for information only) 

There were no other matters to report.

9. STREETLIGHTS

9.1 North Lodge Floodlights – It was AGREED to arrange for the floodlights to be turned off.  The situation would be monitored.

9.2 Other Streetlighting Matters ( for information only) 

There were no other matters to report.
10. BUS SHELTERS

10.1 Cadogan Road & Mill Road – The Town Clerk advised that for various reasons Norfolk County Council will not permit a shelter on Cadogan Road therefore the grant application will be progressed for a shelter on Mill Road.

10.2 Henry Blogg Gardens – It was noted that whilst NNDC has applied for a grant towards the cost of a shelter, negotiation is still on-going as to how the balance is to be funded.  Cromer Town Council will be consulted in respect of the design of the shelter.

11.  CORRESPONDENCE 

11.1 Boardwalk in Links Wood – The Town Clerk advised that NNDC have identified further problems which will have to be rectified before a boardwalk is progressed.

11.2  Dog Fouling – It was AGREED to appeal to the public to clean up behind their dogs.  This will contribute greatly to the appearance of the town.  An item will be placed in the Cromer Times.

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Tuesday 23 June at 7.00pm 

13. TO CONSIDER A RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED that in view of the nature of the matters to be discussed the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

Mr A Fairchild left the meeting.

14. INSPECTION OF MEMORIALS AT CEMETERY (No. 1 Site)

The tenders were opened.  It was AGREED to arrange a separate meeting to consider the tenders.  

15. BURIAL MATTERS
15.1 Interment of ashes – The Deputy Clerk provided members with information in respect of a forthcoming interment of ashes.  In the circumstances it was AGREED to waive the fees.

15.2 Burial at No.1 Cemetery – The Deputy Clerk asked members for advice in respect of the fees to be charged for a burial at the cemetery No. 1 site.  It was AGREED that fees be charged in line with those at the new cemetery.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm 

………………………………………                             ………………………

Chairman                                                                        Date

