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MEETING OF THE WORKS AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AT

NORTH LODGE PARK ON TUESDAY, 08 JANUARY 2008 AT 7.00 PM

Present:  Deputy Mayor Cllr Y Nolan (Chair), Cllr Mrs H Thompson (Vice Chair)

Mayor Cllr P Harris, Cllr J Edwards, Cllr J Lee, Cllr Mrs Northway

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk)

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25 SEPTEMBER 2007
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 September 2007 which were approved by Full Council on 29 October 2007 were signed by the Chairman.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Mrs V Woodcock MBE due to illness.

4. ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
There were no items of urgent business

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.

6. CEMETERY (No 2 Site)
6.1 Chapel – The Town Clerk advised that the second phase of works to the chapel was almost complete and was within budget.  It was AGREED to obtain quotations for electrical improvements, redecoration and any other works left outstanding.  It was AGREED that these quotations would be considered at the next meeting of the Strategy Committee in order that work could proceed as soon as possible.

6.2 Cemetery Lodge – The Town Clerk advised that there were problems with the boiler, which was out of guarantee.  It was AGREED to ask another plumber to investigate the problem.

6.3 Nesting Boxes – It was felt that the purchase of nesting boxes for an area surrounded by woodland was not good use of council funds.  It was AGREED to approach youth groups to see if they would like to take on a project to build and install nesting boxes at the cemetery.  It was noted that if at any time in the future, Cromer Town Council wished to enter the Cemetery of the Year competition, then nesting boxes are a requirement.

6.3 Tributes on Graves – The Chair and Town Clerk updated members of the increasing problem of unauthorised items and plastic fencing being placed on and around graves.  It was AGREED that a press report would be issued requesting people to remove unauthorised items.  It was further AGREED that legal advice would be sought to ascertain whether Cromer Town Council is legally able to remove unauthorised items.  If so, notices would be placed on the items giving 30 days notice before removal.  All items would be kept in the Chapel and could be collected by the owners by appointment.

7. CEMETERY (No 1 Site)

The Town Clerk advised that the forge is preparing the railings.  There were no other matters to report.

8. GARDEN ALLOTMENT SITE

8.1 Willow Fence – The Town Clerk advised that Red Dog had agreed to reinstate the willow panels and that Cromer Town Council would only be invoiced for the extra posts.

8.2 Application for Shed – An application for a 6’x4’ shed on plot 23 was APPROVED.

8.3 Allotment Inspection – The Town Clerk advised that one allotment was 1m larger than the others.  It was AGREED that as this was only a small area and it didn’t encroach on the other allotments then no extra charge would be due from the tenant.

It was noted that several allotments which had not been maintained would be reallocated to people on the waiting list.
9. STREETLIGHTS

9.2 Fishermen’s Mews – A request for more street lighting near the garages was refused.  It was felt that the area was adequately lit.  It was AGREED to suggest that the property owners install their own lighting.

9.3 MHB Services Ltd – It was noted that MHB Services Ltd had written to sdvise that they would be interested in tendering for the street lighting contract when it is next up for renewal.
10. FLAGPOLE

The Town Clerk advised that when the flagpole was first inspected by Plymol Ltd they advised that the only work required was renewal of the stays.  When the engineer came to carry out the work he advised that further work would be required.  It was AGREED to withhold payment of the account until the situation is rectified and confirmation is provided that all necessary work has been done.

11. BUS SHELTERS, BENCHES, DOG BINS & BOTTLE BANKS

11.1 Mill Road Bus Shelter (Opposite hospital) – Members considered a quotation to remove the roof and lower the walls to the same height as the rest of the wall surrounding the football ground.  The base would be left in-situ.  The situation would be monitored and if it was felt necessary to install another shelter the Town Clerk would obtain funding for a clear plastic shelter.

11.2 Cadogan Road – The Town Clerk advised that a request had been received for a shelter on Cadogan Road.  It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would meet with Peter Cudby (NCC P&T) to discuss the request.

11.3 Dog Bin at Suffield Park – It was noted that a request had been received for a dog bin between Highview Park and Mill Road.  It was AGREED that NNDC are responsible for dog bins and that the Town Council should not set a precedent by installing a dog bin.

11.4 Bottle Bank at Suffield Park – The Town Clerk advised that a request had been received for a bottle bank at Suffield Park.  It was AGREED to approach the bowls club to ask if they would allow a small bottle bank to be sited on their land.  It was AGREED that if this progressed, the bowls club could be given part of the revenue generated by the bottle bank.

12. CORRESPONDENCE

· Deceased Online – Receipt of mailshot noted.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (For information only)
There was no other business

14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Tuesday 01 April 2008 at 7.00pm (To be preceded by a site visit to the cemetery) 

15. RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED that in view of the nature of the matters to be discussed that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

16. CEMETERY TENDERS
Five tenders for the maintenance of the Cemetery (No. 2 Site) were considered.  Following lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr Lee, seconded by Mayor Cllr Harris and AGREED to recommend to full council that the contract be offered to NCS Services.  Cllr Edwards requested that his vote against the proposal be minuted.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm 

………………………………………                             ………………………

Chairman                                                                        Date

