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MEETING OF THE WORKS AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AT

NORTH LODGE PARK ON TUESDAY, 01 APRIL 2008 AT 7.00 PM

Present:  Deputy Mayor Cllr Y Nolan (Chair), Cllr Mrs H Thompson (Vice Chair)

Mayor Cllr P Harris, Cllr J Edwards, Cllr J Lee, Cllr Mrs Woodcock MBE

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk)

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 08 JANUARY 2008
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 08 January 2008 which were approved by Full Council on 14 January 2008 were signed by the Chairman.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Mrs Northway due to illness.

4. ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
There were no items of urgent business

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.

6. CEMETERY (No 2 Site)
6.1 Lodge & Chapel – The Town Clerk advised that the problems with the boiler are on-going.  The plumber has advised that the problems may be due to the quality of the oil being used.  It was AGREED to write to the tenants asking that they change their oil supplier.   

The Town Clerk advised that Giles Margarson was putting together the tender documents.  It was AGREED to send Giles a letter of thanks.

6.2 Rules & Regulations  - It was noted that legal advice had been received and letters had been received from members of the public in respect of tributes on graves.  It was AGREED that discretion is needed and that people have different ways of expressing their grief.

Following discussion, it was AGREED to amend the rules & regulations to allow fresh and artificial flowers and wreaths and discretion would be used to remove tributes should they become unsightly.  It was felt that solar lights and windchimes can detract from the natural and peaceful environment and it was AGREED that these would not be permitted.  It was further AGREED that in order to assist in the maintenance of the cemetery, all tributes should be placed on the memorial plinth.  It was stressed that in the interests of health and safety, no breakable items or containers should be used.

It was suggested that wording from the Department for Constitutional Affairs Guide for Burial Managers should be used in a revised leaflet which would be available to the public.

It was AGREED to allow tablets of varying shades of grey / black in the tablet area.

Following receipt of quotations, it was AGREED to ask Mr L Amis to set up the new tablet area.

It was AGREED to arrange an informal meeting with local funeral directors and stonemasons to discuss matters relating to the cemetery.

6.3 Woodland Burials – Following discussion, it was AGREED that the Town Clerk would produce a feasibility study into the setting up of a woodland burial area.

6.4 Burial Fees – The Deputy Clerk advised members that a request had been received for an internment in the tablet area for a former long-term resident.  It was AGREED to charge fees at the parishioner rate.

7. CEMETERY (No 1 Site)

The Town Clerk advised that the forge is preparing the railings.  The wall is complete.

8. GARDEN ALLOTMENT SITE

8.1 Screening – It was noted that the laurel hedging had been planted.

8.2 Application for Greenhouse – An application for a 6’x6’ greenhouse was APPROVED.

8.3 Numbering of allotments – It was AGREED to get prices for numbered wooden posts.
9. STREETLIGHTS

9.1 Fishermen’s Mews – A letter from a resident was read.  Following discussion, it was AGREED to turn down the request for an extra street lighting column as this was on private land.

10. FLAGPOLE

The Town Clerk advised that negotiations were still on-going with the contractor but that in the meantime the flagpole is safe.

11. BUS SHELTERS, BENCHES, DOG BINS & BOTTLE BANKS

11.1 Mill Road Bus Shelter (Opposite hospital) – It was noted that the roof of the shelter had been removed and the walls lowered.   It was AGREED to obtain quotations for a replacement modern shelter.  The Town Clerk will contact NCC for the timetable to be replaced.
11.2 Fearns Park – The Town Clerk advised that a request had been received for goal posts on Fearns Park.  It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would make enquiries re costs etc and that Cllr Lee would contact Paul Ingham at NNDC.

11.3 Bottle Bank – It was noted that the Bowls Club were agreeable to having a bottle bank on their land but as they would be responsible for it, it was AGREED that they would receive all income from it.  The Town Clerk would write to Cllr Northway thanking her for her assistance with this.

12. CORRESPONDENCE

· Oddlings MCR – Receipt of mailshot noted.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (For information only)
Suffield Park Notice Board – it was noted that complaints had been received from members of the public in respect of the siting of the Noticeboard.  It was AGREED to move the Noticeboard to the rear of the grass triangle of land.

14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Tuesday 08 July 2008 at 7.00pm (To be preceded by a site visit to the cemetery) 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm 

………………………………………                             ………………………

Chairman                                                                        Date

