Minutes of  W &GP 30 March 2010      

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE WORKS & GENERAL PURPOSES  COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK

ON 30 MARCH 2010

PRESENT

Chairman Cllr Y Nolan, Vice Chairman Cllr. Mrs H. Thompson, 

Cllr J. Amis, Cllr P. Harris, Cllr M. Northway, Cllr R. Read, Cllr V Woodcock MBE

Cllr R Bartlett in attendance for presentation only

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk), Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

Mr M Whitmore (NNDC) for presentation

Rev D Court to item 4 incl

Prior to the meeting, Deputy Mayor Cllr Nolan welcomed Mr Mark Whitmore (NNDC Environmental Health Officer) who advised members in respect of dog control orders.

It was noted that at present it would be very difficult to enforce dog control orders at the Rocket House Gardens mainly due to the numerous access points.  Cllr Harris reported problems with dog fouling at Runton Road/Marrams and Cllr Read asked that improved signage is put in place on the promenade.  It was noted that the Environment Protection team will be visiting beaches in the summer and Mr Whitmore will liaise with the Leisure Manager at NNDC to see if the lifeguards can assist in keeping the beach dog free.

In respect of the garden to the North of North Lodge, Mr Whitmore advised that the Town Council can post a sign stating ‘No dogs allowed by order of Cromer Town Council’.  It was noted that assistance dogs are exempt from any orders.  However, until a dog control order is in place, NNDC cannot enforce no dogs.

       Mr Whitmore and Cllr Bartlett left the meeting.

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 08 DECEMBER 2009

The minutes of the meeting held on 08 December 2009 were APPROVED by full council on 14 December 2009.  The minutes were signed by the Committee Chairman.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Amis declared an interest in matters relating to the cemetery.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

4. ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS (for information only)

Memorial Plaque - The Deputy Town Clerk and Rev. Court advised that following much discussion the Church had stated a preference for an oak plaque with black sign-written lettering.  A quotation had been received which would be put before Town Council at the next meeting.  A faculty application will then be submitted.  It was suggested that the plaque is dedicated as part of the Remembrance Service in November.  The Deputy Clerk advised that she was in correspondence with families of the three servicemen and that the HMS London society had also expressed an interest in being represented at the dedication service.  Members asked that the Deputy Clerk write to the families advising of the progress to date.

      Rev Court left the meeting.

      5.
     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There were no members of the public present.
6. CEMETERY (No 2 Site)
6.1 Chapel Kitchen & WC – The Clerk advised that work is progressing.

6.2 Trees – It was noted that the dead tree in the Cemetery Lodge garden is not affected by honey fungus and it is advised that the stump be left in place as digging it up could damage the cemetery wall.  

Two trees alongside Green Lane have been removed and another two have fallen.  The Clerk advised that there is a lot of debris to be removed.

It was AGREED to get quotations for all tree work and for a full survey of the trees on the site.

6.3 Tablet Area – It was noted that the new tablet area is to be set up.  It was AGREED to make enquiries into how the walled Garden of Remembrance can be improved.

6.4 Damaged Headstone – The Clerk advised that despite two letters and several phone calls to the contractor, she had not received his public liability insurance.  It was also noted that the bins are over flowing and that it did not appear that the first two cuts of the season had been carried out.  It was AGREED to ask the Clerk to send another letter by recorded delivery and if no reply is received a further letter will be sent (again by recorded delivery) advising that the contractor is in breach of contract. 

6.5 Grave Digging – The Deputy Clerk advised that she had received complaints in respect the appearance of some graves following some recent burials.  Following a meeting at the Cemetery with one of the funeral directors concerned, matters have been rectified.

6.6 Future Burials – Following discussion, it was AGREED to look into the possibility of having the new burial area blessed by all faiths.  It was suggested that the driveway will need to be extended and that this will have to be budgeted for.

It was noted that the grass at the rear of the cemetery has numerous tyre tracks across it and that some visitors to the cemetery are driving beyond the end of the driveway.  An extension to the driveway (as mentioned above) would help prevent this but in the meantime a sign will be erected at the end of the driveway stating ‘ No unauthorised vehicles beyond this point’.

7. CEMETERY LODGE
7.1 Door Frame – It was AGREED to ask Chris Woodyard to look at the loose doorframe.

7.2 Boiler – The Clerk advised that the boiler had broken down during the bad weather and that the tenant had been advised by his solicitor, that the landlord was responsible for the boiler. It was AGREED to ask 

Cllr J Edwards to arrange for all the liabilities in the lease to be clarified.

8. CEMETERY (No 1 site)
8.1 Chapel – The Clerk advised that NCC have written to advise that there may be grants of up to £5,000pa available for historic buildings at risk.  It was AGREED to pass this information to Carolyn Candish of Cromer Preservation Society to put a grant funding scheme together.

9. GARDEN ALLOTMENT SITE
9.1 Shed – It was AGREED to grant permission for a shed on plot 29.

9.2 Allotment Award – It was suggested that although Cromer in Bloom have an allotment category within their annual competition, the Town Council should provide a trophy/plate which could also be awarded by Cromer in Bloom.

9.3 New Plots – It was noted that a further 4 full size and 6 half size allotment plots are being marked out.

10. STREET LIGHTING
10.1  Street Lighting Maintenance Contract – It was AGREED that the three year contract be awarded to T.T. Jones Electrical.

11. SHELTERS
11.1 Shelters at Marrams & North Lodge Park – Members were in receipt of information relating to the NNDC owned shelters.  It was noted that the Mayor and Clerk are to meet with NNDC to discuss the maintenance issues.  Members asked that enquiries are made in respect of whether there is any maintenance clause in force, whether the shelters could be listed and if there are any grants available.

11.2 Church Street Bus Shelter – It was noted that Peter Cudby (NCC P&T) is currently dealing in respect of planning permission.

      12.     GRIT BINS


It was noted that the 5 grit bins have been delivered.  The numerous requests for grit bins were prioritised and it was AGREED to site the 5 bins in the following locations:



Arbor Road/The Croft – near junction with Vicarage Road



Howards Hill East – near Bullens



Sandy Lane – near junction with Holt Road



Cliff Drive – at top of loop



Ellen Hill

      13.     LETTER BOX

It was noted that the letterbox at North Lodge is to be repaired.


14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 29 June 2010

The Deputy Clerk asked that her apologies are noted for this meeting.

     There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm

……………………………………..



……………………….

Signed







Dated
