Minutes of the Meeting 16 July 2007
                           61

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF CROMER TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK

ON 16 JULY 2007

PRESENT

Mayor Cllr P Harris, Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Y Nolan,
Cllr D Abel, Cllr Mrs S Abel, Cllr A J Edwards, Cllr Mrs B Edwards, 

Cllr K Johnson, Cllr J Lee, Cllr R Read, 

Cllr Mrs H Thompson, Cllr C Vanlint

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

7 Members of the public

The Mayor Cllr Harris welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nash who was attending the Norfolk Rural Community Council AGM, Cllr Northway who was on holiday and Cllr Woodcock who was ill.

The meeting was closed for public participation.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Late Night Licensing  - The Deputy Clerk received a letter for members to consider at the next Planning, Transportation and Environment Committee meeting.  This relates to late night license applications for the New Street Kebab Shop and Anastasia’s.  Members were asked to object to the applications and to all send individual letters of objection to NNDC.

New St Residents and Traders Assoc – Concern was raised at the continued lack of policing of this pedestrianised area.  It was noted that the problems with parking and speeding traffic has steadily got worse.  Members were advised that if there is no success following a forthcoming meeting with the Chief Inspector, then the Home Office will be contacted and invited to visit Cromer.  The Mayor advised that he and the Town Clerk are to meet with a representative from Norfolk County Council in August to discuss the issues.

LDF Core Strategy – Members were asked to object to item 2.9.7 under Test of Soundness number 7.  It was felt that there was no evidence of need for a car park at the east of the town centre.

Town Centre Enhancement Scheme - Open Space – Members were asked to support an idea submitted under site specific proposals for an area of open space to the west of the church.  The principle is for a public open space across which traffic would have access (comment ref no 3430).


     The meeting reopened.


     2 members of the public left the meeting.

3. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – CORE STRATEGY PROPOSALS
It was AGREED to discuss each point of the document separately and form a response for each.  The responses are listed in the appendix attached.  It was AGREED that the appendix would be circulated for approval and subject to no comments being received, then the Comments Form would be completed and returned to NNDC.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (For information only)

There was no other business.

      5.
      DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Monday 30 July 2007 at 7pm


      There being no further business the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.15pm


      …………………………………….


……………………………….


      Signed






Dated

APPENDIX 1

CROMER TOWN COUNCIL RESPONSE TO 

CORE STRATEGY (SUBMISSION) DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT
 Page 19
2.1.9.
Vision for North Norfolk





AGREE
Page 27
SS1
Spatial Strategy for North Norfolk




Cromer is a Principal Settlement




AGREE
Page 32
SS3
Housing


It was agreed that there is a need for expansion but it is essential that existing boundaries are retained in order to ensure that surrounding villages do not become suburbs of Cromer.  Cromer Town Council would prefer any developments to be to the south of the town but within the existing boundaries.  Cromer Town Council would also wish to see a mix of housing in any new developments.

Page 37         SS4
Environment






AGREE

Page 42         SS5
Economy


Cromer Town Council are concerned that the plans to boost housing are not supported by designation of additional employment land.  It is essential that the infrastructure is in place to cope with any new developments.  The viability of the Town Centre needs to be maintained.  Concern was raised as to where the extra 3000m2 of town centre retail space will be located.

Page 47         SS6   Access and Infrastructure



No comment

Page 50         SS7   Town Strategies – Cromer

· The areas identified as Public Realm include historic cliff top parks.  Cromer cherishes North Lodge Park, which must be retained as a public open space without a car park.

· Car Park needs to east of town – It was agreed that any car park has to be justified by need and must not result in the loss of public space (also refer 2.9.7).

· Open Space to south of town – It was noted that there are no play areas to the west of the town.  Cromer Town Council are concerned that in the current Local Plan, sites at the rear of Sutherland House and at Runton Road were designated for play areas but neither has ever materialised.  It was agreed that it is essential to ensure to keep open space near to new developments and that open space identified in the previous local plan should be retained where appropriate.  Meadow car park has expanded into the play area and that under current legislation replacement recreation areas should have been provided.

· New school – Cromer Town Council do not feel that there is evidence of a need for a new school in Cromer.  It was agreed to support the response from the schools.  There is a need to ensure that appropriate open space is made available for the schools to use.

Page 62         HO1   Dwelling mix and type 


Where possible, Cromer Town Council would encourage development of accommodation above businesses in the town centre.

Page 63         HO2   Provision of affordable housing



Noted

Page 64         HO3   Affordable housing in the countryside


Noted

Page 65         HO4   Sites for gypsies, travellers & traveling showpeople
Noted

Page 66         HO5   Agricultural, forestry & essential worker dwellings in the countryside







Noted

Page 67         HO6   Removal of agricultural, forestry & essential worker

                                 occupancy conditions





Noted


Page 67         HO7   Making the most efficient use of land (housing density)   Noted

Page 68         HO8   House extensions & replacement dwellings in the

                                 countryside 






Noted

Page 68         HO9   Reuse of rural buildings as dwellings



Noted

Page 69         EN1   Norfolk Coast AONB and The Broads



Noted

Page 70         EN2   Protection & enhancement of landscape & settlement

                                 character 


Cromer Town Council stress the importance of distinct boundaries between towns and villages.

Page 73         EN3   Undeveloped Coast





Noted

Page 74         EN4   Design


Cromer Town Council ask that the proposed coastal footpath be considered.

Page 75         EN5   Public Realm






Noted

Page 76         EN6   Sustainable construction & energy efficiency

Noted

Page 78         EN7   Renewable Energy






Noted

Page 79         EN8   Protecting & enhancing the historic environment

Noted

Page 81         EN9   Biodiversity & geology





Noted

Page 83         EN10 Flood risk







Noted

Page 84         EN11 Coastal erosion






Noted

Page 85         EN12 Replacement of development affected by coastal

                                 erosion risk







Noted

Page 86         EN13 Pollution & hazard prevention & minimization


Cromer Town Council stress the importance that pollution does not run off into the sea.  Pollution of the coast would effect the economy, tourism and the livelihood of local people.

Page 88          EC1  Farm diversification





Noted

Page 89          EC2  The reuse of buildings in the countryside


Noted

Page 89          EC3  Extensions to existing businesses in the countryside
Noted

Page 90          EC4  Redundant defence establishments



Noted

Page 92          EC5  Location of retail & commercial leisure development
Noted

Page 94          EC6  Public car parking provision


Cllr Johnson declared an interest in this item.


It was agreed that there is only a problem with parking in the summer season.  Cromer Town Council would like to encourage public use of private car parks (eg. NNDC and local schools) at weekends and school holidays.  All new developments need to be carefully assessed in respect of parking provision.  It was strongly agreed that no car park provision should result in the loss of public space.

Page 94          EC7  Amusement arcades


Cromer Town Council feel there are sufficient amusement arcades in Cromer.  It was agreed that there should not be any new amusement arcades developed in the town.

Page 96          EC8  The location of new tourism development


Noted

Page 97          EC9  Retaining an adequate supply & mix of tourist

                                 Accommodation




STRONGLY AGREE

Page 98          EC10 Holiday & seasonal occupancy conditions


Noted

Page 99          EC11 Static & touring caravan & camping sites


Noted

Page 100        CT1  Open space designations


Cromer Town Council stress the need to protect existing parks

Page 101        CT2   Developer contributions





Noted

Page 102        CT3   Provision & retention of local facilities & services

Noted

Page 103        CT4   Telecommunications


Cromer Town Council ask that high speed broadband and digital tv signal be available in Cromer

Page 104        CT5   The transport impact of new development


Noted

Page 105        CT6   Parking provision                                                   Refer SS7 & EC6

Page 106        CT7   Safeguarding land for sustainable transport uses


Cromer Town Council support the rail loop scheme to link the North Norfolk Railway and the Bittern Line at Sheringham (3.5.24)
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