Minutes of CTC  Meeting 15 September 2008      

MINUTES OF MEETING OF CROMER TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK

ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2008

PRESENT

Mayor Cllr Mrs H Thompson, Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Y Nolan,

Cllr Mrs S Abel, Cllr A J Edwards, Cllr Mrs B Edwards, Cllr K Johnson, 

Cllr A Nash, Cllr R Read, Cllr Mrs G Smith, Cllr C Vanlint, Cllr Mrs V Woodcock MBE

District Cllrs Cabbell Manners & Ripley 

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk)

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

Ms S Gill (Admin Assistant)

Mr K Sadler, Miss A Warner, Mr J Page & Mr A Perez (Cromer High School) for item 4

P.C. G Medler for item 7

Project Officer G Margarson from item 8

EDP Reporter R Batson

1 Member of the public

Rev D Court gave prayers.

1. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28 JULY 2008

It was unanimously AGREED that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 28 July 2008 be APPROVED.   The minutes were signed by the Mayor.  

Item 12.1 – Planning Transportation & Environment Committee – It was noted that the minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2008 were approved at the meeting held on the 14 August.  

It was AGREED that Cllr Woodcock could speak on these minutes under agenda item 11.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr D Abel, Cllr J Amis, Cllr P Harris, Cllr M Northway and County Cllr Connell.

4. YOUTH
4.1 Update re Youth Sessions in Community Centre

The Town Clerk reported that there had been little uptake in the youth sessions but an adult helper who already works with youth, had come forward and volunteered to help organise an evening session.  It was noted that the Town Clerk is to visit Holt’s successful youth club and that Cllr Vanlint would liaise with youth workers.  The High School Student Council would be invited to help too.

4.2 Report from Cromer High School Student Council

Members welcomed Acting Deputy Head Mr K Sadler and representatives from the Student Council (Abbi Warner, Albert Perez & Jack Page).  Jack advised members of the recent elections of the School Council and reported on  a recent meeting at which the students agreed that instead of the usual harvest festival, students would instead raise funds for the Salvation Army to distribute to the needy.

Cllr Nash suggested that a Junior Town Council meeting is held at North Lodge to give the students more insight into how council meetings are run.

It was noted that a ‘Dads & Lads’ event has been arranged for 14 December at Sidestrand Hall School.

Rev D Court left the meeting.
5. QUESTIONS TO DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Pest Control – It was noted that NNDC have yet to formally adopt the proposals.

Raised grating on Mount Street - Dist Cllr Ripley advised that Norfolk County Council and Environmental Health are liaising.

Cliff Path Drain Cover – Dist Cllr Ripley advised that this was in hand.

Signage – Dist Cllr Ripley advised that Environmental Health are dealing in respect of the missing signs at Howards Hill.

Seafront Maintenance – It was AGREED that NNDC should have a planned maintenance scheme.  The Town Clerk advised that she had received a response from NNDC which was read to members.  It was noted that there was still a problem with potential safety hazards near the disabled car park at the bottom of the Melbourne Slope.

It was noted that a different type of resin adhesive had been used to reaffix the inlays on the compass on the pier forecourt.

Dog Notices – It was noted that the A5 notices are in place but that larger notices are required for next year.

      Representatives from Cromer High School left the meeting at 7.20pm

Runton Road – Cllr Cabbell Manners would pursue a report of the overgrown pathway between Brownshill and the railway bridge.

Clifftop footpath near Marrams Bowling Green – It was noted that the footpath is still closed.  Concern was raised at the speed of traffic on the Runton Road especially as the public now use the roadside path whilst the clifftop path is closed.  It was AGREED that District Cllr Cabbell Manners would pursue this.

6.
    It was resolved that the meeting be closed for public participation.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

 The member of the public had nothing to raise.

The meeting reopened.  

7.      POLICE MATTERS
7.1 Report from P.C. Medler

P.C. Medler provided a written report (refer appendix 1)

7.2 Other Police Matters
The Mayor and PC Medler were thanked for their charity cycle ride and for being good ambassadors for the town.  It was noted that to date £3500 had been pledged in sponsorship and that it was hoped that this would be match funded by the police.

     PC Medler, Dist Cllrs Ripley and Cabbell Manners left the meeting at 7.40pm

     The EDP reporter left the room.

     Project Officer Mr Margarson arrived.

8. FINANCIAL MATTERS
8.1  Payment of Accounts (Appendix 2) 
 Members received a list of payments from the Community Account for July 2008, which were APPROVED.  

It was noted that the amount spent on the Community Centre had not been within the budget and had come from reserves.

8.2 Other Financial Matters
It was noted that the current economic climate needs to be taken into account when considering the budget for the next financial year. 

      The EDP reporter rejoined the meeting.

9.  NORTH LODGE & NORTH LODGE PARK 
9.1   North Lodge – The Project Officer reported on a recent meeting held with Phoenix directors.  Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Nash, seconded by Cllr Lee and unanimously AGREED to pay £3395 towards the refurbishment of the first floor kitchen and toilet.  A proposal to contribute £2000 towards the soundproofing of the basement flat was unsupported.

9.2 North Lodge Park – It was noted that the Town Clerk has yet to receive a reply to her letter to NNDC in respect of representation at a meeting to discuss North Lodge Park.

10 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
10.1  Update from the Community & Economic Development Committee 

There was nothing to report.

11 PLANNING TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
11.1 Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Transportation & Environment Committee held on 24 July 2008, 14 August 2008 and 11 September 2008
Cllr Thompson presented the minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2008, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  It was noted that Cllr Thompson had declared an interest in item 4 at this meeting.

Cllr Lee presented the minutes of the meeting held on 14 August 2008, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.

Cllr Lee presented the minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2008, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.

Item 5 – Planning Application 20080818 PF – Cllr Johnson advised that due to his position as a district councillor he could not comment on this application but asked why the Town Council had not taken into account the fact that this was within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Following discussion, it was proposed  by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Woodcock and AGREED to write to NNDC raising objections that this site was within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  It was noted that Cllr Johnson and Cllr Lee abstained from the vote.

It was further AGREED that Cllrs Nolan & Thompson would represent the Town Council at the forthcoming site visit..
11.2 Community Hall

A list of hall users was circulated.  It was suggested that the list is updated and presented at each meeting.  

12 PUBLICITY & ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

12.1  Minutes of the meeting of the Publicity & Entertainment Committee held on 02 September 2008 
Due to an administration error, the last page of the minutes was not circulated.   Full copies would be circulated and presented at the next meeting.  

Marriages – It was AGREED that with effect from 01 October 2008 new bookings for ceremonies would be charged at £200 for parishioners and £250 for non-parishioners, and that the attendants would receive £50 per ceremony.

Tennis Club Ball – It was AGREED that a letter of congratulations would be sent to the tennis club.

12.2 Cromer & Sheringham Joint Venture – Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Nolan, seconded  by Cllr Nash and AGREED that in view of the current economic climate, the maximum amount to be spent by Cromer Town Council on the next joint event would be limited to £400.  It was noted that Cllr Lee and Cllr Read abstained from the vote.


It was further proposed  by Cllr Nash, seconded  by Cllr Read and AGREED to use the Community Centre for the event to save hire costs.

12.3 Zap-Cat weekend – The Town Clerk advised that the cost of hosting a Zap-Cat Race Weekend in 2009 are well in excess of £20,000.  It was AGREED to not progress this any further.

12.4  Nidda Twinning Visit – The Mayor reported on her trip to Nidda at which she was presented with an aerial photograph of the town.  On behalf of the Town Council, Deputy Mayor Cllr Nolan thanked the Mayor.

12.5  Q, J & J – It was noted that one grant of £10,000 had been secured and that other grants are still being pursued.

12.6  Wedding Fayre – The Town Clerk reported on a successful event and that stallholders had shown interest in future events.  The staff were thanked for their hard work in organizing the event.  

13 STRATEGY COMMITTEE
13.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy Committee held on 05 August 2008
The Mayor presented the minutes of the meeting held on 05 August 2008 which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.

Minute page 424 Item 8 Bathing Beauties – It was noted that the Strategy Committee had previously agreed to fund the project at £3500 but that this had been overturned by full council.

Minute page 424 Item 9 North Lodge Garden – It was noted that not all members had seen the design for the garden.  It was AGREED that copies would be circulated and considered at the next meeting.

13.2 Review of Standing Orders

It was AGREED to carry this forward to the next meeting.

13.3 Sale of desk

   It was AGREED to sell to the highest bidder.

14 WORKS & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
14.1 Update from Works & General Purposes Committee 
Cemetery Chapel – The Project Manager outlined the tenders received for the works to the Cemetery Chapel.  It was AGREED that these would be considered in full under exclusion at the end of the meeting.


Cllr Johnson left the meeting at 9.30pm.

15 UNITARY STATUS
It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would draft a response to the Secretary of State which would be circulated to members for approval.

16 MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Cllr Thompson gave a brief update and advised that the collection during the Civic Service raised £100 for the Q J & J.

Cllr Vanlint left the meeting at 9.40pm.

17 GRAVE SPACES
There were no applications to purchase grave spaces.

18 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OTHER COMMITTEES
· NCAPTC – It was AGREED to support the nomination of Gillian Shepherd to be President of NCAPTC.

· Street Furniture– It was noted that Norfolk County Council is to host a road show on 29 September 2008 to inform traders of the new guidelines in respect of items on pavements.  It was noted that Town Council staff would ensure that all traders are made aware of the event.

19 CORRESPONDENCE
19.1 Correspondence as detailed in Appendix 3

·  Holt Road Railway Bridge – Correspondence was noted.  Due to lack of finance for a footbridge, it was suggested that a flashing sign is installed to encourage drivers to slow down.  It was AGREED that a joint meeting of the parishes would be arranged.
19.2 Correspondence received since 09 September 2008


There was no other correspondence to report.

20 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING noted as: 20 October 2008 

21 IT WAS RESOLVED THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
The press and public left the meeting.

22 CEMETERY CHAPEL (No 2 Site)
Members received detailed information in respect of the three tenders received for the internal work to the chapel.  Following discussion, it was proposed  by Cllr Nolan, seconded by Cllr Lee and AGREED to offer the contract to Robert Bacon.  It was noted that Cllr S Abel, Cllr B & J Edwards and Cllr Read abstained from the vote.

The Town Clerk advised that a Carol Concert would be held in the Chapel on 09 December 2008 and a Christmas Tree festival from 12-15 December.  The Project Officer reassured members that even if the works were not complete, these events could still take place.

There being no further business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.55pm.

……………………………………..



……………………….

Signed







Dated
