Minutes of meeting of Cromer Town Council                     

04 October 2010

MINUTES OF MEETING OF CROMER TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK ON 04 OCT 2010

PRESENT

Mayor Cllr Mrs Y Nolan, 

Cllr Mrs R Bartlett, Cllr J Cook, Cllr P Harris, Cllr J Lee, Cllr A Nash, 

Cllr Mrs P M Northway, Cllr Mrs G Smith, Cllr H Thompson, Cllr Mrs V Woodcock MBE

Cllr G Hayman (from item 4)

District Cllr Ripley 

P.C. Childs (to item 7 incl)

Mr K Sadler (Cromer High School) to item 4 incl.

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk)

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

EDP reporter

Rev. D. Court (to item 13 incl)

1 member of the public

     The Mayor welcomed everyone and prayers were given by Rev. Court.

1. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23 AUGUST 2010

It was unanimously AGREED that the minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held on 23 August 2010 be APPROVED.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared interests as follows:


Cllr Bartlett – North Lodge Park Redesign & Cromer Preservation Society


Cllr Woodcock – Cromer in Bloom and Cromer Christmas Lights Committee

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were considered and accepted from Cllrs Amis, 

B Edwards, A Edwards, Johnson and Read.

     Cllr Hayman arrived at 7.05pm

4. YOUTH
Mr Sadler (Cromer High School) presented a report on the activities of the High School Student Council including participation in Jeans for Genes day which raised £250.  It was noted that the school is now an international sports college.

Cllr Bartlett advised that members of the Infant School will be holding their school council meeting at North Lodge on 21 October 2010..

      Mr Sadler left the meeting 
5. QUESTIONS TO COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Gutters in Cliff Drive – Cllr Lee advised that these have been swept.


Cromer Library – Cllr Bartlett praised a recent event which was held at the library and asked the County Councillor to let the Town Council know if there are any proposed changes to the services provided by Cromer Library.

Memorial Tree in Cliff Avenue – District Cllr Ripley will arrange for the memorial plaque to be removed for safe keeping.

Dog signage – A request was made to improve signage in respect of the dog free areas on the beach.  District Cllr Ripley will contact Mark Whitmore in respect of this and also ask for an update in respect of the signage for the garden at North lodge.

6. It was resolved that the meeting be closed for public participation.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Gould asked if anything can be done in respect of the redundant gallery at the junction of Church Street and Mount Street.  He advised that it is in very poor condition and that in his opinion it needs to be demolished.  Mr Gould suggested that NCC Highways compulsory purchase the site, demolish the building and use the space to introduce two way traffic on Mount Street and Louden Road.  Members advised that Mr Gould’s comments reflect public opinion and that his suggestion would assist in making past proposals for the pedestrianisation of Church Street more of a possibility.  It was AGREED to include this on the agenda of the next Planning Transportation & Environment Committee meeting for discussion.

The meeting re-opened.  

7.      POLICE MATTERS
7.1 Police Report 
P.C. Richards Childs was welcomed to the meeting and made his report 

– Refer Appendix 1 attached. 

It was noted that homeless people are camping in the grounds of the Old Cemetery on Holt Road.  It was AGREED that P.C. Childs would pursue this.

      P.C. Childs left the meeting at 7.35pm

7.2 Other Police Matters
The Clerk advised that a letter had been received advising of thefts from churches.  A press release had also been receive in respect of the recent appointment of Chief Inspector Neil Baily.

8.      FINANCIAL MATTERS
8.1 Payment of Accounts (Appendix 2)

Members received a list of payments from the Community Account for July and August  2010, which were APPROVED.  

8.2 Actual Accounts (Appendix 2)

Members were in receipt of the Actual Accounts for July and August  2010 which were APPROVED.

8.3 Budget and Precept 2011/12 (Appendix 3)

Members were in receipt of the budget presented by the Strategy and Finance Committee.

Cllr Hayman voiced disappointment that the budget was not reducing, in particular administration costs.  Cllr Nash advised that it is not  recommended to drop a precept as it can take many years to get back on track.

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lee, SECONDED by Cllr Cook and AGREED to set a budget with no increase.  The Precept Request form was signed by the Mayor and two members.

8.4 Other Financial Matters
Cemetery Lodge – It was AGREED to move this to the end of the agenda for discussion under exclusion of the press and public.

9.      NORTH LODGE PARK
9.1 Redesign of North Lodge Park


It was noted that a meeting had been held at NNDC and that another meeting and a site visit to North Lodge Park are to be arranged.
    10.       PLANNING TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
10.1  Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Transportation & Environment Committee held on 02 September 2010 and 

30 September  2010

Cllr. Harris presented the minutes of the meetings held on 02 Sept 2010 and 30 Sept 2010, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  


Red Lion Steps and Toilets – It was noted that a local surfing group wish to redevelop the former toilet block and that an application for Outline Planning Permission is to be submitted to NNDC.  Members felt that this would be an ideal base for the surfers and that it would be a good attraction for Cromer from Autumn to Spring when the sea conditions are better for surfers.  Cllr Thompson asked that the local fishermen are included in any consultation.

       11.     PUBLICITY & ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE

11.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Promotions and Development Committee held on 21 September 2010
Cllr. Nash presented the minutes of the meeting held on 21 Sept 2010, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  

Temporary Road Closures for Public Events - It was noted that all road closures now have to be approved by NCC Highways at a cost of £450.  The legal dept at NCC is investigating the possibility of having one order covering several towns.  Members hoped that a decision would be made as soon as possible. 

11.2  Cromer & Sheringham Joint Venture


It was noted that the Arts Festival has attracted 60 events and that the programmes had been issued.  Members asked that Mr Bartlett be thanked for all his hard work and it was AGREED that a letter of thanks would be sent to him following the event.

      12.      STRATEGY COMMITTEE
       12.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy Committee held on 

28 Sept 2010 
Cllr Nash presented the minutes of the meeting held on 28 Sept 2010, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  

13. WORKS & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

13.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Works & General Purposes Committee held on 14 Sept 2010
Cllr Lee presented the minutes of the meeting held on 14 Sept 2010, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  

13.2 Memorial Plaque
The Deputy Clerk advised that the Memorial Plaque is to be installed in the Church at the end of October and that a prayer of dedication will be taken by Rev Court during the Remembrance Service on 14 November 2010.
   Rev Court left the meeting at 8.10pm

14. MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor presented a written report (refer Appendix 4) and advised members that Hunstanton Town Council would like to forge closer links with Cromer Town Council.

15. GRAVE SPACES

An application from M.E. Turner to purchase a grave space was APPROVED.
16. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OTHER COMMITTEES
Hospital - Cllr Northway advised that the Friends of Cromer Community Hospital are hoping to raise £30,000 for a cystology unit to be retained at Cromer.

C.A.B. – Cllr Northway advised that meetings are to recommence at The Cottage in October.  It was noted that in 2008/9 CAB saw 1840 clients from Cromer, in 2009/10 it had risen to 2006 clients.

Chamber of Trade – Cllr Smith advised that at a recent meeting of the Chamber of Trade, it was requested that the Christmas Lights Switch On event be held at 4pm on a Saturday.  Cllr Woodcock advised that the Chamber of Trade had been consulted in February and at that time did not feel that Saturday would be suitable.  Cllr Woodcock will arrange for this to be discussed again in 2011.

The Chamber of Trade also asked that they be consulted when planning applications are received for shops to be converted into accommodation.

The Chamber of Trade are holding a breakfast meeting and asked if there were any items which the Town Council would like added to the agenda.  It was suggested that the Chamber of Trade consider a Christmas Market.

Larger Councils Meeting – Cllr Nash advised that the Larger Councils meeting on 27th October would be worthwhile attending.

EMU  - Cllr Harris reported on his attendance at a meeting at WInterton in respect of coastal management.  A report of the meeting is awaited.

17. CORRESPONDENCE

17.1 Correspondence as detailed in Appendix 5
· Cromer Junior School – The Mayor will attend.

17.2  Correspondence received since 28 September 2010
· Big Society – Circulated

· Glass Bank – It was felt that the proposal to site a glass bank in North Lodge Park near the Rose Garden is not appropriate.  Broken glass could be a hazard where children are playing and people would drive into the park to get to the glass bank.  It was suggested that NNDC are more imaginative and look for different types of glass banks, maybe small glass banks sited near litter bins which could be emptied on a regular basis.

· Interactive TV System – Details noted.

· Norfolk Link – Noted.

· Economic Outlook – Noted

· Coastwatch – It was AGREED to invite Richard May to a future meeting to discuss this.

18. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  15 November 2010 Town Council 

19.       RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED that in view of the nature of the matters to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

    Cllr Thompson declared an interest and left the meeting.

   The Clerk left the meeting.

    20.        CEMETERY LODGE

It was AGREED to obtain legal advice on all matters relating to the tenancy of the Cemetery Lodge including tenant and landlord responsibilities, successor rights etc.  This would be paid from the budget of the Works and General Purposes Committee.

21.       PERSONNEL

The Deputy Clerk circulated copies of recent correspondence.

As the matter related to another member of staff, Cllr Woodcock proposed that the Deputy Clerk be asked to leave the meeting.

    The Deputy Clerk left the meeting


21.1  It was reported that a letter of complaint had been received from a member of the public.  Following discussion Council RESOLVED that as a formal complaint had not been submitted in the prescribed format, it was not possible to pursue the matter further.


21.2  The Council discussed a recommendation from the Personnel 

Sub-committee formed to consider a complaint from a member of the public.  Following discussion it was RESOLVED that the recommendation of the 

sub-committee be accepted and that legal advice be obtained prior to a formal response being made to the complainant.

     There being no further business, the Mayor closed the meeting.

     ……………………………………..



……………………….

Signed







Dated
