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31 January 2011

MINUTES OF MEETING OF CROMER TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK ON 31 JANUARY 2011

PRESENT

Mayor Cllr Y Nolan, Deputy Mayor Cllr A J Edwards, 

Cllr Mrs R Bartlett, Cllr J Cook, Cllr Mrs B Edwards, Cllr P Harris, Cllr J Lee, 

Cllr G Hayman, Cllr K Johnson, Cllr A Nash, Cllr M Northway, Cllr R Read, 

Cllr H Thompson, Cllr V Woodcock MBE

Mrs J Chance (Town Clerk), Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)

District Cllr Ripley 

P.C.S.O. Roberts (to item 7 incl)

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and prayers were given by Father Lloyd.

1. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 DECEMBER 2010

It was unanimously AGREED that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 20 December 2010 be APPROVED.  The minutes were signed by the 

Mayor.

Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Woodcock asked that the festival is not reviewed but is held again in the same format this year.  It was noted that this item is on the agenda for discussion later in the meeting (refer item 11.3).

Coastwatch – It was noted that District Cllrs Cabbell Manners & Johnson had met with representatives from Coastwatch and that NNDC are keen to locate a suitable site in Cromer for a Coastwatch Scheme to be established.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared interests as follows:


Cllr Bartlett – North Lodge Park Redesign & Cromer Preservation Society.


Cllr B Edwards – North Lodge Park Redesign.


Dep. Mayor Cllr A J Edwards – North Lodge Park Redesign.


Cllr R Read – North Lodge Park Redesign and Cromer Community Assoc.


Cllr P Harris – Cromer Community Assoc.


Cllr H Thompson – Cromer Community Assoc.


Mayor Cllr Y Nolan – Land rear of Sutherland House (indirect interest).

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were considered and accepted from Cllr G Smith.
4. YOUTH
No report was given. 
5. QUESTIONS TO COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Potholes  - Cllr Bartlett asked that thanks be forwarded to the Highways Department for the prompt attention to the potholes on Cromwell Road.

6. It was resolved that the meeting be closed for public participation.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs Candish (on behalf of Cromer Preservation Society) advised that members of CPS are strongly opposed to the revised planning application for 1 Surrey Street.  They feel that inadequate information is provided in respect of the internal alterations and are opposed to the replacement windows and dormer window.  It was noted that the Town Council has requested a Heritage Statement in respect of this application.

Mr A Boyce (on behalf of Cromer Preservation Society) advised that a letter had been sent to Norman Lamb MP raising concern in respect of the LDF Site Specific Proposals, and asking if the inspector had exceeded his brief by allowing the inclusion of a care home on the land at the rear of Sutherland House.  A copy of the letter was given to the Town Clerk.

Mr J Graveling recalled that on many occasions in the past, Cromer Town Council has opposed development on the field at the rear of Sutherland House.  He advised that there were far more objections to development on this site than on any other and that these objections were ignored by the inspector.  

Mr Graveling asked that Cromer Town Council make representation to NNDC to back up the objections to the development on this site.
The meeting re-opened.  

7.      POLICE MATTERS
7.1 Police Report 
P.C.S.O. Roberts provided a report (refer appendix).

Cllr Woodcock asked if the damage to the fence at Suffield Park Bowls Club could have been caused by a vehicle.  P.C.S.O. Roberts advised that this was unlikely.

Cllr Thompson reported on the new ‘You drink, We drive’ business which has recently been set up.  P.C.S.O. Roberts will bring this to the attention of the Community Safety Team.

Cllr Bartlett advised that the grass verge near the Overstrand Road roundabout is being used for parking.  P.C.S.O. Roberts will investigate this.

7.2 Other Police Matters
There were no matters to report.

      P.C.S.O. Roberts & 1 member of the public left the meeting at 7.20pm.
8.      NORTH LODGE PARK
8.1 Redesign of North Lodge Park


It was noted that the Mayor and the Town Clerk are to meet with Paul Ingham at NNDC on 01 February 2011.
9. CABBELL PARK AND CROMER TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

It was noted that talks are still on-going and that NNDC has indicated a willingness to try and progress the matter.  The lease for CTFC may be extended for a short term to allow more time for a solution to be found.
10. PLANNING TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
  10.1 Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Transportation & Environment Committee held on 23 December 2010 & 20 January 2011

Cllr. Read presented the minutes of the meetings held on 23 December 2010 and 20 January 2011, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  


Minute page 656 Item 9.1 Sutherland House – A solicitor’s letter was circulated to members.  It was noted that a meeting is to be arranged to discuss the inspector’s decision.  The Clerk advised that she had written to NNDC to advise that the Town Council wish to examine this further.


Planning Ref: PF/10/1448 – Bennetts – Cllr Woodcock voiced concern that when this site was developed, it was agreed that the businesses would not be allowed to sell goods which are already for sale in the town centre.


      11.   PROMOTIONS & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

11.1 Update from Committee 
There was no update.  

               11.2  Cromer & Sheringham Joint Venture

        Crab & Lobster Festival – It was noted that the official launch had taken place and that 85 deckchairs had been ordered.

        St George’s Day Concert – It was AGREED to ask the Church to provide the refreshments and that they keep the funds raised.  It was AGREED that the band would be paid their normal fee out of the retiring collection and that any surplus would go towards the cost of hiring the Church for the event.  In the case of a deficit, the Town Council  would pay the balance due.  It was AGREED to use a first aider if possible instead of employing St. John Ambulance.  Cllrs Edwards, Nash, Nolan, Northway and Read offered to undertake the retiring collection.

11.3  Christmas Tree Festival


Concern was raised at the drop in attendance at the Christmas Tree Festival, which was mainly due to the bad weather.  Following discussion, it was AGREED to hold the Christmas Tree Festival at the Cemetery Chapel in 2011 but consider having a contingency plan for bad weather.  Cllr Nash offered to look into using the Poppyland minibus to provide a shuttle service between the town centre and the cemetery chapel.

11.4 Annual Town Meeting
It was AGREED to host the all day event as in previous years but to publicise the day-time event differently.  The Clerk was asked to invite Mr Peter Cudby (re Cromer Bus Station)and representatives from East Anglian Air Ambulance and Cromer Hospital to be guest speakers at the evening meeting.  The Church will be asked to open the coffee bar during the day and the W.I. will be asked to serve refreshments in the evening.

11.4  Annual Report

It was AGREED that the office staff will produce the Annual Report.

      12.      STRATEGY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
     12.1  Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Finance Committee held on 

18 January 2011 
Deputy Mayor Cllr J Edwards presented the minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2011, which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  

It was noted that the Personnel Sub-Committee Minutes should have read that Cllr Hayman had provided minutes not notes of Part II of a previous meeting.

13.       WORKS & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

13.1 Committee Update


    There was no update.

   Interment of Ashes – The Deputy Clerk advised members that she had received a request for the interment of ashes in a very small unallocated plot in section X and asked that permission be given to charge fees as per the tablet area.  It was AGREED to accept the request.

14.       MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor’s report was circulated (refer Appendix).

15        GRAVE SPACES

There were no applications to purchase exclusive rights of burial.

16.        REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OTHER COMMITTEES
Community Centre – Cllr Harris advised that the application for funding from Sheringham Shoal was not successful but that funding had since been sourced towards the costs of an overhead projector and large screen.

Friends of Cromer & District Hospital – Cllr Northway advised that the rebuild is underway.  It was noted that one local lady is asking for donations in lieu of birthday presents and Cllr Northway ask that this is publicised to encourage other people to do likewise.

Citizen’s Advice Bureau – Cllr Northway advised that since CAB had joined with Fakenham, it has been difficult to obtain information.  The Clerk was asked to write and request an update.

17.        CORRESPONDENCE

17.1 Correspondence as detailed in Appendix 
· Larger Councils Meeting – The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cllr Bartlett, Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk will attend.

· Community Led Design – Cllrs Harris and Read will attend.

· Public Catalogue Foundation – It was AGREED to permit publication of the paintings on the website.

17.2  Correspondence received since 25 January 2011
· Christmas Market – Letter received from member of the public suggesting a Christmas Market.  To be passed to Promotions and Development Committee to progress.

· Cemetery Wastebins – Letter received suggesting that grey, green, brown bins are used as per household refuse and that paths should be cleared when icy.  To be passed to Works and General Purposes Committee to progress.

· Road Closures – Cllr Woodcock provided an update in respect of road closures.  It was noted that NCC has advised that it is not permissible for councils to apply for road closures for all the organisations in the town.

18.       DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  07 March 2011 Town Council. 

19.       RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED that in view of the nature of the matters to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

    The members of the public left the meeting at 8.10pm.

    20.        CEMETERY MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Following consideration of the tenders, it was AGREED to award the contract to CWS Garden Services to include the removal of grass clippings and the cutting of the pathways around the temporary garden plots.

21. OFFICE EQUIPMENT

Following advice from Stuart Hutcheson, it was AGREED to the use of a USB network to back up the computer system.  This can be included in the price previously quoted.  It was stressed that the backup needs to be stored offsite. 

22. TENANTS

Cllr Edwards provided an update in respect of the tenants.

     There being no further business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.30pm

     ……………………………………..



……………………….

Signed







Dated
