
Minutes of PTE 07 January 2010

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PLANNING TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK
ON 07 JANUARY 2010
PRESENT
Chairman Cllr. J Lee,
Mayor Cllr. Mrs H. Thompson, Deputy Mayor Cllr. Mrs Y Nolan,
Cllr A J Edwards, Cllr. Mrs R. Bartlett, Cllr A. Nash
Cllr Mrs P M Northway, Cllr Mrs V Woodcock MBE

Mrs J Warner (Deputy Town Clerk)
2 Members of the public

1
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17 DECEMBER 2009
Member considered the minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2009, which were APPROVED.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Bartlett declared an interest in any matters relating to The Bath House and as a member of Cromer Preservation Society. Cllr Edwards declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 20091230.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were accepted from ClIrs. Amis, Harris, Read & Smith.
4. It was resolved that the meeting be closed for public participation.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Buddies - Mr C Jennings advised that since the premises re-opened, local residents have witnessed excessive noise and anti-social behaviour to which the police have been called. The problems occur when people are travelling to and from Buddies, not when they are actually in the premises. Mr Jennings asked for details of the attachments which Cromer Town Council Council have asked to be added to the licence and asked if Cromer Town Council will be represented at the meeting on 13 January.

Mr R Hardy advised that the main problems are the smoking area which generates a lot of noise until 1-2am and then the noise escalates again at 3am when the premises closes. It was noted that the problems occur primarily on Friday and Saturday nights. The other nights are much quieter.

Both Mr Hardy & Mr Jennings were prepared to meet the owners halfway and have no objections to Buddies retaining the original licensing hours (to 1.30am) but asked that Cromer Town Council object to the extension to 3am.

The meeting re-opened.

5. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Refer Appendix A attached.

6. PLANNING DECISIONS
Refer Appendix B attached.

7
PRE-SUBMISSION PLANNING DOCUMENT
There were none.

8. PLANNING APPEALS
8.1 Bus Station Site - There was nothing to report

9. OTHER PLANING MATTERS
9.1 Street Name Signs - The Deputy Clerk read a letter from NNDC advising that the wording used on street name plates is that officially recorded in the Land & Property Gazetteer. That record does not include punctuation marks such as apostrophes.

9.2 Street Lighting Policy - Introduction of part night lighting - It was noted that many of the County Council owned street lights in Cromer will be turned off for part of the night. This will take effect from 2011/12 or 2012/13. Following discussion, it was agreed to monitor the situation and report back to NCC if problems arise.

9.3 Adopted Local List of Validation Requirements for Planning Applications - The change in regulations was noted

9.4 Tree Preservation Orders - It was noted that Tree Preservation Orders had been confirmed at 12 Park Road and Fearns Court and served at 10 Colne Place.

9.5 Boundary Promenade - It was noted that no reply had yet been received to the letter sent on 22 December 2009.

10. LICENSES 
10.1 Application to vary premises licence at Buddies
The Deputy Clerk advised that a letter had been received from the NNDC Licensing Officer which confirmed that Cromer Town Council is not a consultee on licensing matters under the Licensing Act 2003 and that NNDC has always informed the council out of courtesy and tradition.

During a lengthy discussion, members raised concern at the lack of response to the consultation by the police but noted that the police are working alongside the owners and will be raising any concerns at the meeting on 13 January. It was noted that the comments from Cromer Town Council listed in the licensing document, have been followed up by further letters from the Town Clerk.

It was AGREED that the Mayor would represent Cromer Town Council at the Licensing meeting on 13 January 2010 as follows:

· Cromer Town Council supports the need for the facility, especially for younger people, but feel that it is wrongly sited within a residential area. Members feel sorry for those who have invested money in this project as the onus is on them to ensure that their customers behave sociably. Members feel that the planning procedure is the wrong way round in that permission should be sought before money is invested.

· Cromer Town Council are concerned that banning entry after 11 pm creates a problem, as many people leave the town centre pubs just before 11 pm and all arrive at Buddies at the same time. This creates a noise problem outside the premises and also has an effect on the livelihood of the town centre pubs.

· Cromer Town Council request that the existing licence is kept in force with no changes for a trial period of 6 months to monitor how the business progresses. At the end of the trial period the situation can be reviewed.

11. HIGHWAY MATTERS
11.1 Speeding Traffic on Holt Road - The Deputy Clerk read a letter from a resident. It was AGREED that the Clerk would copy the letter to NCC Highways. There was no other update.

11.2 Speeding Traffic on Garden Street & New Street - Following the receipt of a letter from NCC (P&T) it was AGREED that the Mayor would arrange to meet with Karl Rands to discuss this.

11.3 Footway Assessment - Hall Road - It was noted that NCC had not received the original letter. It was AGREED that the Clerk would write again enclosing a copy of the letter.

11.4 Gritting of Highways - The Deputy Clerk reported on the numerous complaints received during the recent bad weather. It was noted the Norfolk ALC had advised the legal position in respect of the provision of grit bins. It was AGREED that Station Road and Cliff Avenue should be added to the main gritting routes. The Mayor will pursue this via NCC.

11.5 Other Highway matters - There was nothing to report.

12. TRANSPORTATION MATTERS
12.1 Church Street Bus Shelter - It was noted that the Clerk had written to NNDC to establish whether planning permission is required and was awaiting a reply. Members were reminded that Cllr Lee is arranging a Race Night on 30 January 2010 to raise funds for the bus shelter.

12.2 Other Transportation Matters - There was nothing to report.

13. CROMER COMMUNITY CENTRE
13.1 Stage Curtains - It was noted that there are on-going problems with the pulley which operates the stage curtains. It was AGREED to not make any repairs or changes at present.
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13.2 Rental Agreement - The Deputy Clerk read a letter from Mrs Bolton in respect of the rental agreement which advised that the W.I. are prepared to reimburse the appropriate proportion of the quarterly rent once the Charity Commission acknowledges the recently agreed constitution.

14. CORRESPONDENCE & CIRCULARS
14.1 Wheeled Park - It was noted that the meeting with Sonia Shuter and Paul Ingham had been postponed due to bad weather. It was AGREED to reschedule the meeting to take place at 6pm on 04 February 2010.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (for information only)
15.1 Pedestrian Zone at West Street - The Mayor asked that an item be placed on the agenda for the next planning meeting.

15.2 Tucker Street - Cllr Nolan stressed her concern in respect of the cars turning outside the Red Lion.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm

............................................
............................
Signed
Dated













