MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 12TH MARCH 2009

AT 7.00 PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE

Present

Chairman – Cllr. J. Lee,  Cllr. D. Abel, Cllr. J. Amis,

Cllr. P. Harris, Cllr. T. Nash, Cllr. R. Read and Cllr. G. Smith.

Julie Chance – Town Clerk.

Janet Warner – Deputy Clerk.

6 Members of the public also attended.

1.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY, 2009

The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2009, having been AGREED by Full Council on Monday 23rd February 2009, were signed by the Chairman.

2. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None were received.

3. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Edwards and 

Cllr. H. Thompson.

It was AGREED to suspend the meeting for public participation.

4. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs. Diana Meggy read the results of a survey concerning the speed reduction efforts on the Holt Road.  Attached.

John Andrews wrote to Karl Rands requesting them to lower the kerb at the bridge on the Holt Road for disabled users.  The reply from Mr. Rands was negative stating that dropped kerbs may invite pedestrians and wheelchair users to exit onto the road without considering oncoming traffic.  Mr. Andrews said that if this is the case NNDC should erect a sign stating that the drop kerbs near their offices are not suitable for use by pedestrians and wheelchair users.  Cllr. Lee will speak to NNDC concerning this matter.

Mr. Griffiths wished his objection to Planning Application No. 20081536 PF,  construction of additional car parking spaces – Benjamin Court, Roughton Road, to be noted.  There is some concern as to the ownership of Fletcher Way.

Harry Gould thanked the Town Council for dealing with the graffiti but reported that more had appeared on the Shelter and Cabin in North Lodge.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to NNDC and report this graffiti.  Mr. Gould enquired what had happened to the proposal of 2 way traffic on Louden Road and whether there was any possibility of this happening.  The Chairman explained that this was an issue which has been discussed with Norfolk County Council and is ongoing.

Mr. Gould enquired what the current position is with the Bus Station.  The Chairman said that the owners won an Appeal, and the Planning Inspector will be looking at this matter again in the near future.

Mr. Gould enquired whether the concerns over the flooding and parking issues with reference to the new Hospital had been raised with the people concerned.  The Chairman reported that he had attended a site visit and the people concerned were aware of the flooding problem and the contract price had increased considerably in order to take it into account.  The parking issues will hopefully be dealt with by temporary parking at the football club. 

5. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:-  Appendix A attached.

The Clerk reported that the planning application for the 15 metre wind turbine at land adjacent to North Norfolk District Council has been withdrawn. 

6. 
PLANNING DECISIONS:- Appendix B attached.

7. 
PRE-SUBMISSION PLANNING DOCUMENTS


None were received.

8. 
PLANNING APPEALS 


None were received.

9. 
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

9.1 Bath House:-  The Chairman gave an up to date report.  Attached.

9.2 Development Control Committee (East):- It was AGREED that Cllrs. Lee and Thompson will attend the working party meeting on 16th March, at 11.00 am at NNDC to discuss the LDF sites.

9.3 Cromer Preservation Society – Churchyard:- The Clerk read a letter received from Cromer Parish Church with St. Martins to say that the Cromer Preservation Society are correct in their understanding that the responsibility for the missing gate posts lie with North Norfolk District Council.  Therefore this matter should be pursued through North Norfolk District Council.

9.4 Property Addresses: Rinaultrie, Fearns Close, Cromer NR27 ODZ will be known as Sea Holly, Fearns Close, Cromer, NR27 ODZ.  The new bungalow next to 10 Cromwell Close, Cromer NR27 ODE will be known as 9 Cromwell Close, Cromer, Norfolk, NR27 ODE.

10. 
LICENSES


None were received.

11. 
HIGHWAY MATTERS

11.1 
Speeding – Holt Road:- It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to Mr. Reilly quoting Mr. Rigg’s letter in the local press and reiterating the need for a 30 mph speed limit, a roundabout at the Felbrigg junction and a footpath across the bridge.  The Clerk reported that the volunteers were needed for the speed initiative run by The Poppyland Area Partnership who could then concentrate on the Holt Road with their speed checks.

11.2 
Water Drainage and Lowered Kerbs – Holt Road:- The Clerk read a letter received from Norfolk County Council stating that their drainage contractors will attend the site to clean the whole system from Felbrigg Road to the rail bridge.  The letter stated that the introduction of dropped kerbs may invite pedestrians and wheelchair users to exit onto the road without considering oncoming traffic.  It was felt that if this is the case the dropped kerbs further up the Holt Road should have a warning sign erected stating that they are not suitable for pedestrians and wheelchair users.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to Norfolk County Council requesting them to reconsider their position.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to the North Walsham Access Group and ask for their advice on this matter.

11.3 
Bus Stop Infrastructure:- The Clerk read a letter received from Norfolk County Council stating that they were currently working on a programme to improve all bus stops throughout the county to comply with the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act.  This includes the provision of raised kerbs and textured paving to make it easier for people with restricted mobility and vision impairments to use the buses more easily.  

11.4 
Temporary Traffic Order:- Circulated.  The Order is for repairs to a burst water main at Meadow Close and the work will last for a period of 3 days.  This work has been carried out.

11.5 
Litter Bin – Bus Stop 6:- The Clerk read a letter received from a member of the public requesting a litter bin at Bus Stop 6.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to North Norfolk District Council and pass this letter to them for action.  Cromer Town Council do not have any litter bins and it is their policy not to install litter bins.

12.
TRANSPORTATION MATTERS


None were received.

13. 
CROMER COMMUNITY CENTRE

13.1 
The Clerk reported that the Licence for raffles and bingo has been applied for and should be available shortly.  Roger Hardy has carried out further painting but in order that he can paint the main double doors the Centre needs to be left open all day for them to dry.  This should be carried out in the summer when the Centre is in use.  The coat hooks need replacing as a cost of £12 each and 12 are required.  It was AGREED that the coat hooks could be purchased.  

13.2 
WI:- The Clerk reported that the WI have not produced the information requested in order to move forward and the Clerk will chase accordingly.

13.3 
Lincat – Hot Water Cylinder:- It was reported that this heater has a low drip.  Cllr. Read will look at it and see if he can remedy the problem.

14. 
CORRESPONDENCE & CIRCULARS

14.1 Sutherland Court:- Various papers were circulated to Members.

14.2 Buildings of Special Architectural and Historic Interest:-  The Clerk now has a list in the office and the Members are welcome to come and have a look or take photocopies.

14.3 Email – EDP Redundancies:- The Clerk read an email received concerning the proposed redundancies at the EDP.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write in support of maintaining experienced reporters.

15. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

15.1 
Cllr. Nolan reported that the sand has shifted and the groyne stumps were a possible safety risk.  Cllr. Nolan suggested a sign be erected warning people of the danger.  Cllr. Lee will bring this matter up at North Norfolk District Council as they are responsible for the beach.

16. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 9th April, 2009.

17. 
RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

18. 
CROMER COMMUNITY CENTRE

18.1 
Insurance:- It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to the WI requesting them to ask their insurance company whether they could take the public liability insurance element off of their policy as this is covered by the Town Council policy.  This would dramatically reduce the insurance premium.

18.2 
Live Diet & Fitness:- It was AGREED that the Clerk would write and state that if settlement of the outstanding invoices were not paid within 30 days the Town Council will go through the small claims court.

18.3 
North Norfolk Labour Party:- The Clerk read an email requesting permission to pay their account for the hire of the Community Centre quarterly.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write and say that this was acceptable as long as they pay in advance.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00 pm.

………………………………………..

……………………………

Chairman





Date

