MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CROMER TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, NORTH LODGE PARK

ON 30TH OCTOBER, 2006.

PRESENT:-

Mayor Cllr. T. Nash, Deputy Mayor Cllr. H. Thompson,

Cllr. Mrs I. Bowman, Cllr. B. Cabbell-Manners, Cllr. P. Harris,

Cllr. Mrs L. Hawkes-Nockels, Cllr. K. Johnson, Cllr. J. Lee, Cllr. J. Morgan, 

Cllr. Mrs Y. Nolan and Cllr. Mrs. V. Woodcock.

Julie Chance – Town Clerk.

Sergeant R. Crane.

PC G. Medler

R. Batson (EDP reporter)

Rev. Court offered prayers.  The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Cllr. K. Johnson thanked Rev. Court on behalf of Cromer Town Council for the excellent Civic Service.

1. 
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11TH SEPTEMBER 2006:-


It was unanimously AGREED that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 11th September be APPROVED with one amendment.  The meeting was closed by the Deputy Mayor and not the Mayor.  The minutes were signed by the Mayor.

2. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:- 


Were received from Cllr. J. Morgan in respect of his work relating to publicity matters and Cllr. V. Woodcock in respect of Christmas lights.

3. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:-


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Leeds, 

Cllr. Mrs. M Northway, Cllr. J. Page, Cllr. B. Russell and Cllr. C. Vanlint.  Apologies were also received from District Councillors L. Randall and 

N. Ripley.

4. 
QUESTIONS TO DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS:- 

4.1 
District Councillors’ Payments:- Cllr. Y. Nolan enquired why the District Councillor’s allowances were not published as in other districts.  District Councillor Cabbell-Manners replied that the information is public knowledge but would suggest that the figures were published in Outlook as suggested by Cllr. Nolan.

4.2 
North Lodge Park:- Cllr. J. Morgan enquired when the District Councillors had been informed concerning the plans for the parking in North Lodge Park and in particular whether it was true that they had said the bowling green was not used and could be used for the new play area.  District Councillor Cabbell-Manners replied that they had been invited to one meeting at which they were told that Cromer Town Council were in favour of the car park, were shown three options and asked to choose one.  This was the first time they had been informed of the plans.  He also confirmed that none of the District Councillors had said that the bowling green was underused. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Martin Bailey said that the comment about the childrens’ play area being

underused was true but the reason for this is because it is not sign posted and there is 

nothing for the children to do once they arrive there.  He felt that parking spaces 

should be freed up by removing yellow lines and allowing on street parking.  He said 

the residents of Cromer want the rose garden, boating lake and park left as it is and

not for a car park to be built in it.

Chris Rahner:- Comments attached.

Mr Boddy said he would like to endorse everything that had been said and would add 

that nearly 2,000 signatures had been collected on petitions against the car park.

5.  
POLICE MATTERS:-


5.1  
Parish Liaison Officer Report:- Attached.  P.C. Medler said that he 

did not like the new system.  He preferred to report on the crimes giving a little bit of background but was unable to do so with the new way of printing off the statistics.  

Cllr. J. Morgan asked whether there would be any chance of changing the system.  P. C. Medler said he had highlighted the problem but didn’t feel there would be any change.

5.2 
Safer Neighbourhoods Team:- Sergeant Richard Crane reported that the safer neighbourhoods team will consist of 1 sergeant, 2 PCs and 6 Police Community Support Officers.  It was hoped that all the training of the PCSOs would be complete by May next year.  The PCSOs are specifically to work in the community and have a visual presence in order to try and restore some confidence.  


Cllr. K. Johnson said people were concerned about the closure of the police station and enquired where the new station would be built and whether there would be a point in the town centre for people to go if in need of assistance.  Sergeant Crane said the new station will probably be built next to NNDC’s offices and that there will also be a point of contact in the town centre.

6.  
FINANCIAL MATTERS:- 

6.1 Payment of Accounts (Appendix 1):-  Members received a list of

payments from the Community Account for September 2006, which were APPROVED.

6.2 
Annual Increase in Cemetery Fees:-   It was AGREED that and increase of £5 across the board would be introduced with the exception of the scattering of cremated remains in the Garden of Remembrance, which would remain the same as last year.  

7. 
NORTH LODGE PARK:- 

The Mayor reported that the design for the whole park would be produced ready for discussion which will then go out to public consultation.  Exhibitions will be held in order to achieve this consultation.   No dates have been fixed at the present time.  


Cllr. Harris said that the exhibitions should be held in the evenings to allow people who worked to attend.  


Cllr. Woodcock welcomed the members of the public and encouraged them to put their ideas on paper for consideration.

8. 
CEMETERY CHAPEL (No.1 SITE):- 


Malcolm Crowder from the Historic Buildings Trust gave a short account of what the Historic Buildings Trust was and circulated the Options Appraisal for the Cemetery Chapel (attached).  He said that the building is Cromer Town Council’s building and it is in a poor state of repair due to lack of maintenance work over a number of years.  He said that he understood there was a sum of money in the budget earmarked for the Cemetery and the Chapel and requested the use of some of that money if it is needed.   


Cllr. Cabbell-Manners enquired what the chapel would be used for as he understood one of the options was a holiday cottage.  


Cllr. Bowman said that the idea of putting a holiday cottage in the middle of a cemetery was unacceptable. 


Cllr. Harris enquired how much input the Town Council would have in the final decision on the Chapel’s use.


Mr Crowder said that they were looking at several options and the holiday cottage was only one option that had been put forward.  He recognised the importance of the site and if the Town Council did not like the suggestion that is put to them they have the option of not assigning the building over to the Historic Buildings Trust.   Mr. Crowder said he is working towards a sustainable option which was very important.


It was AGREED that this item will be referred to the Works and General Committee for further discussion.

9. 
NORTH LODGE PARK TOILETS:- 


The Clerk reported that NNDC were willing to lease the toilets to Cromer Town Council.  The cost of running the toilets will be in the region of £8,000 per annum and this should be borne in mind when setting the precept if the Town Council wished to take on the lease.   Concern was expressed as to the closure of the toilets if the lease option was not taken up and it was felt that we should push NNDC to look at the refurbishment of the toilets in the overall scheme for North Lodge Park.  It was AGREED that this item will be referred to the Works and General Committee for further discussion.

10. 
NORTH LODGE:- 


A meeting will be arranged with the Chamber Committee to discuss the designs which had been received for the Council Chamber.


Cllr. Morgan said that he felt the Town Councillors had not been fully aware of what they had voted for when voting for Option 1 in the business plan for the refurbishment of North Lodge.  He asked whether the flat area would be going out to the public.  The Mayor replied that it would not as it was part of the agreement of the lease with our tenants on the first floor.  

11. 
COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE:- 


Cllr. I Bowman reported that a meeting was to be held to discuss the stratetgic overview of Cromer.  Cllr. Bowman had requested to be present as an 

ex-officio member.

12. 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE:- 

12.1 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th September and 26th October 2006:- Cllr. Lee presented the minutes of the meeting held on 28th September and it was AGREED that item 4 would be withdrawn from the minutes and any further discussion.  The minutes were APPROVED and ADOPTED.  Cllr. Lee presented the minutes of the meeting held on 26th October which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.

12.2 
Local Development Framework:- It was AGREED that a committee consisting of Cllr. I Bowman, Cllr. P. Harris, Cllr. L. Hawkes-Nockels and Cllr. Morgan would discuss and review the LDF and give an overview to NNDC on behalf of Cromer Town Council.

12.3 
Gypsy and Traveller Site:- It was AGREED that the Clerk write to the Chairman of the Forum to express Cromer Town Council’s concerns on how the last meeting was conducted and in particular how the voting was carried out.

13. PUBLICITY AND ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE:- 

13.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Publicity and Entertainment 

Committee held on Tuesday 10th October 2006:-   Cllr. Johnson presented the minutes which were APPROVED and ADOPTED with one amendment at 9.2 the word  “annual” to be added in order to read the annual maintenance of the church clock will be paid for by Cromer Town Council.  Congratulations go to the Bloom Committee for their Award. 

14. STRATEGY COMMITTEE:- 

14.1 Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy Committee held on  

Tuesday 26th September, 2006:-  The Deputy Mayor presented the minutes which were APPROVED and ADOPTED.

15. WORKS AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:- 

15.1 
Cllr. Nolan reported that the wicker fence had been erected to shield the allotments and the trees would be planted shortly.

16. POOR LANDS TRUST:- 

16.1 
The Deputy Mayor reported that a meeting had been arranged to discuss the best way forward.

17. 
MAYOR’S REPORT:- Attached. 

18. APPLICATIONS TO PURCHASE GRAVE SPACE:- 

18.1 It was AGREED that the Clerk would investigate whether the 

applicants were on the electoral register.

19. 
REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:- 

19.1 
Cllr. Harris reported that he had attended the Roughton Parish Council’s meeting concerning traffic problems and Norfolk County Council had agreed to remodel the junction in the centre of Roughton and install 2 mini roundabouts.  

20. 
CORRESPONDENCE AND CIRCULARS:- 

20.1 Correspondence as detailed in Appendix 2.

· Programme of Meetings 2007:- It was AGREED that the date for the Christmas Lights was incorrect and will be changed to December 7th.
· NCAPTC:- It was AGREED that the Mayor would be nominated for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2007.
· Cromer Voluntary Entertainments Organisation Limited:-  The Clerk read a letter inviting members of Cromer Town Council to the Sponsors evening on Wednesday 8th November at the Dolphin.
21. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:- 

21.1 
The Clerk reminded the Councillors about the public meeting concerning Cromer Hospital to be held on Wednesday 22nd November at Cromer Parish Hall.  There will also be a meeting on 16th November from 2 – 5 pm at the Parish Hall arranged by the Norfolk PCT concerning the closure of the community beds at Benjamin Court and North Walsham.

22. RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:- 

It was AGREED that in view of the nature of the matters to be discussed the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

23. CEMETERY LODGE:- 

24.1 
It was AGREED to accept H Bullen’s quote in the sum of £24,441.90 which includes contingency, provisional and replacement of lead valley sums.

24. STAFFING MATTERS:- 

25.1 
It was AGREED that the Clerk would be paid for extra hours as required whilst the Deputy Clerk was on sick leave.

There being no further business the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.

…………………………………. 

……………………………..

Mayor 





Date

