MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

HELD ON THURSDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER, 2006 IN THE

COUNCIL CHAMBER AT NORTH LODGE

Present:-

Cllr. J. Leeds – Chairman.

Cllr. I. Bowman, Cllr. Hawkes-Nockles, Cllr. J.Lee, Cllr. J. Morgan 

Cllr. Y. Nolan Cllr. J. Page and Cllr. C. Vanlint.

Sheila Oxtoby – NNDC

David Feltham – NNDC

Town Clerk – Julie Chance

1. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 31ST AUGUST, 2006:-
The minutes of the meeting held on 31st August, 2006 having been agreed at Full Council at the meeting held on 11th September, were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

2.   
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:- 


Were received from Cllr. J. Page in respect of item 9.2 Signage for Tucker Street and Cllr. J. Morgan in respect of  his work in publicity matters for the Town Council.

3. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:-  


Apologies for absence were received from Mayor Cllr. T. Nash and Deputy Mayor Cllr. H. Thompson.

4.  
PROPOSALS – NORTH LODGE PARK:- 


Sheila Oxtoby from NNDC explained that the proposals they had produced for parking in North Lodge were not set in stone.  Funding had been committed to providing a car park in North Lodge Park some time ago and NNDC are now at the stage to take this proposal forward and it was hoped that the car park would be in place for next season.


Phase 1 would be the car park and Phase 2 the new play area, formal gardens and landscaping.


David Feltham from NNDC said that there was a commitment with the Town Council to try and alleviate the parking in front of North Lodge bringing the building into the park in all its majesty.  


Cllr. Nolan commented that she felt the coaches turning in North Lodge Park would cause a safety issue and enquired whether NNDC had considered the coaches dropping the passengers off outside Merchants’ Place.   David Feltham said there is no parking outside Merchants’ Place and negotiating the slope with wheelchairs would be very dangerous.


Cllr. Morgan commented that if the car park was completed first it would mean we would have a season without a play area and bowling green.  

David Feltham said if the car park were finished early they would continue with the other works in the same financial year.  


Cllr. Morgan said he felt we were being bulldozed into making a decision and we needed more time to discuss the issues.  Sheila Oxtoby said NNDC were trying to move ahead with projects but were in no way trying to bulldoze anyone into making decisions.


David Feltham said the existing play area is not safe and does not meet DDA requirements or the risk assessment.  


Cllr. Lee enquired whether the entrance would be passed by Highways on safety grounds.



It was AGREED that Cromer Town Council supported the proposal for the car park.


It was AGREED that Cromer Town Council would only wish the car park to cover the exiting hard standing which would accommodate 56 car parking spaces.


It was AGREED that Cromer Town Council would wish to see the childrens’ play area re-located to a safe area in the Park.  This needs more discussion.


The Chairman thanked Sheila Oxtoby and David Feltham for attending the meeting.

5. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:-  Appendix A attached.

6. 
PLANNING DECISIONS:- Appendix B attached.

7.
PLANNING APPEALS:-  None.

8. 
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS:-


8.1 
Planning Application 20061325 – Public Zoological Gardens:- The Clerk reported that three letters of objection had been received.  The members of public had been written to inform them that NNDC had already given planning permission for the Public Zoological Gardens under planning application 20051183 and the new application was for the layout of the site only.


8.2 
Bins – Alleyway Melbourne Flats:- The Clerk reported that she is still trying to obtain confirmation from NNDC in writing, that they will not be placing the bins which belong to the Melbourne Hotel in the Melbourne Flats alleyway.  


8.3 
Planning Application 20061287 – Retention of Garages at Harbord House:- To date no reply has been received from NNDC to our request for further information.  The Clerk will chase.


8.4 
Car Boot Sale – Licence Renewal:- The lease has been granted by NNDC and the Clerk will enquire whether the requested clause was inserted stopping traders operating from this location.


8.5 
Swinton House:- The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to NNDC supporting Mrs. Boden Smith’s objection to this development.


8.6 
Vehicular Access to Old Bracondale, Overstrand Road:- It was AGREED the Clerk would write to NNDC and Highways concerning this matter.


8.7 
Notification of Property/Development Addresses:- 

Six new dwellings on the site of the Surgery, Canada Road, Cromer will be addressed as – No7,9,11,13,15 and 17 Canada Road, Cromer.


Twenty three new dwellings to the rear of Sutherland House, Overstrand Road, Cromer will be addressed as – 1A-1G, 2A-2H and 3A-3H Barclay Mews, Overstrand Road, Cromer.


Five new dwellings off Sandy Lane, Cromer will be addressed as – 1 – 5 Bittern Rise.


8.8. 
Development Control Committee (East):- 

20061150 – Former CPL Coal Depot – Passed.


20061254 – Bus Station – Refused.

9. 
LICENCES:- None 

10. 
HIGHWAY MATTERS:- 


10.1 
Prince of Wales Zebra Crossing:- The Clerk read a letter received from Mark Sexton stating that the advance warning signage and beacons had been improved.  It was AGREED the Clerk would write enquiring whether any progress had been made on our request for light controlled measures to be put in place.


10.2 
Signage – Tucker Street:- The Clerk read a letter from NCC stating that the signs would be in place during the next five weeks.  The letter was dated 8th September and the Clerk will monitor this situation.


10.3 
New Street and Garden Street Resurfacing:- The Clerk read a letter received from NCC stating that this project could not be brought forward as requested.


10.4 
Footpath Links Avenue/Lynwood Road/Lynwood Close:- It was AGREED the Clerk would write to NNDC and Highways with a view to improving the safety of this footpath.

11. 
TRANSPORTATION MATTERS:- 


11.1 
Transport Carnival Day:- The Clerk confirmed she had written to One Railway supporting Mr. Otway’s complaint.  Cllr. Leeds reported that One Railway are looking into the situation and hope to improve this for nect year.


11.2 
Bus Timetables:- Circulated.

12. 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK:- The Clerk reminded Councillors of the Exhibition dates and urged as many as possible to attend in order that we can give our views during the consultation period which ends on 6th November, 2006.

13. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:- 

13.1 
Cllr. Lee enquired whether we had received the licence application for Merchants’ Place for consideration.  The Clerk confirmed she had not and will speak to NNDC to find out the position.


13.2 
It was AGREED the Clerk would contact NNDC to ascertain what was happening on the old golf practice ground as all the hedging has been removed.

14. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:- This was noted as Thursday 26th October, 2006.  Please note the November meeting has been changed to Thursday 16th November, 2006.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35 pm.


………………………………………

…………………………


Chairman





Date
Public Participation


Mr. Body said he found it incredible that anybody would wish to put parking anywhere in the Park and felt that visitors would not wish to come to Cromer if all the open spaces were built on.  He enquired where the demand for parking was coming from.  Mr. Body mentioned some Covenants which had been introduced to protect our heritage and was worried it would be completely destroyed.





Sheila Oxtoby said she realised Mr. Body had some concerns and these were being looked at by NNDC.   She said that the Legal Services have looked at the proposals and are happy with them and NNDC are not in the habit of ignoring Covenants.





The need for car parking had been identified in the Regeneration Programme.





A member of the public said that NNDC did not have a complete set of Deeds and therefore the Legal Services could not comment on them fairly.  Sheila Oxtoby said she would take this matter back to the Legal Services.

















