Minutes of C&ED meeting 


17 September 2009


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD AT NORTH LODGE PARK,

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2009

Present:

Chairman Cllr D Abel, Vice Chairman Cllr J Edwards

Cllr P Harris, Cllr T Nash, Cllr R Read

Ex-Officio P Stibbons

Janet Warner, Deputy Town Clerk

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 JUNE 2009

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 18 June 2009, which had been approved by full council on 29 June 2009 were signed.    

It was noted that it had been requested that the Town Council Website be added to the agenda for the meeting on 17 September but this had not been included.  It was AGREED to add this to the next agenda.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Cllr B Edwards, Ex-Officio members Cat Plewman & Sue Brown and Town Clerk Julie Chance.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public present

4. AREA PARTNERSHIP

Members were in receipt of a written report from Cat Plewman (Refer Appendix 1).

Cllr Nash advised that he had attended a meeting at NNDC with Philip Burton and Stephen Eldred to review Poppyland Partnership.  Concern was raised that as the income from second homes is being split between more organisations, cuts are to be made to the funding received by the area partnerships.  This could have a severe effect on the running of Poppyland Partnership.  Cllr Nash also reported on Poppyland Partnership budget & accounts.

It was noted that Norfolk Association of Local Councils had been awarded £36,000 to progress the Blue, Green & Gold agendas.  Bids are awaited from councils.

Cllr Nash advised that decisions are still awaited in respect of the LSC grant applications.

Community Bank – It was suggested that the Credit Union is promoted via the next Cromer Times.  The Deputy Town Clerk will contact Cat Plewman for details.  Cllr Harris felt that it should not be called a bank but should be called Credit Union or Savings Scheme.

5. PROJECTS

5.1 Cemetery Chapel (No 1 Site)
      It was AGREED that this project should be moved back to Works & General Purposes Committee.

5.2 Other Projects

Former Woolworths Site – The Deputy Town Clerk was asked to contact Sheila Oxtoby at NNDC for an update and to ask the Town Clerk to forward to Peter Stibbons a copy of the information held in the office in respect of this site.  It was stressed that the Town Council need to be kept informed at all times in respect of any proposals for this area.  It was AGREED that this be added to the next agenda for discussion.

6. CPPF

Peter Stibbons advised that work is underway on the exterior decoration of Merchants’ Place.  CPPF are planning their budget for the next 3 years.

A request had been received for a sign to be installed outside the Red Lion directing visitors to the Rocket House lift.  It was AGREED to ask that this be considered as an addition to the budget of the Works & General Purposes Committee.  It was also suggested that signs for the Community Centre be added to the finger posts outside Crossways and the Information Centre.

7. CARBON NEUTRAL BALANCE & ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

It was AGREED that any review of the Town Council Environmental Policy would be better left until Carbon Neutral Balance is further investigated.

Cllr Harris presented a DVD in respect of the work done in Ashton Hayes towards achieving Carbon Neutral status.  Following discussion, it was AGREED to hold an exhibition and public meeting towards the end of the year in the Community Centre.  It was AGREED that this would be a huge project, which would be initiated by the Town Council but then passed to a working party to progress.  All members of the community and local organisations would be encouraged to be involved.  It was AGREED that Cllr Harris would contact Gary Charnock from Ashton Hayes to find available dates for him to attend a public meeting and to also contact CRed at the UEA to ask them to send a representative.  It was AGREED that Cllr Read would contact NNDC to obtain more information in respect of their Green Travel Plan.  

8. FOOTPATHS & RIGHTS OF WAY

It was AGREED that Cllr Read would progress matters relating to Rights of Way numbers 8 & 9.

9. EAST END OF TOWN

It was AGREED that the Deputy Town Clerk would contact NCC & NNDC for replies in respect of the request for a Church Street sign outside Merchants’ Place and the uneven pavement outside Picton House on Mount Street.

It was noted that the Chamber of Trade’s main concern is the lack of car parking at the east end of town.  There is a strong feeling within the Chamber of Trade against any plans to introduce residents parking in Cromer and it is felt that there is still a need for signage at the bottom of Bond Street.  Peter Stibbons asked if the Town Council could investigate the possibility of permission being obtained for modest signage in front of the Royal Mail building.  It was AGREED that Peter would obtain photographs of signage at Gun Street in Sheringham to pass to Council for consideration.  It was noted that permission would have to be sought from NCC Highways and NNDC.

10. BUDGET

It was AGREED to include £500 in the budget to help set up the Carbon Neutral project and to investigate the availability of grants.

11. CORRESPONDENCE 

Harwich Connexions – Cllr Harris reported on Harwich Connexions and detailed some of the projects undertaken by them.  It was AGREED to take this to full council to establish if there is enough interest to arrange a visit.  It was suggested that Cat Plewman also be invited.

Beach Huts – Cllr Read advised that he was in receipt of information in respect of the management of Beach Huts and Chalets.  It was noted that this had been put out to tender and it was suggested that it be investigated as to whether it would be viable for this to be devolved down to Town Council.  It was AGREED that Cllr Read would make further enquiries in respect of the financial viability and that the Town Clerk would contact NNDC to find out if it could be devolved.

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING noted as Thursday 09 December 2009
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm

……………………

       
………………………………..

Signed





Dated

